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Clause 25—Tnquests on deaths from aecci-
dents in mines:

Hon. J. E. DODD:
ment—

That after ‘‘mine’’ in line 3 the words
‘for factory’’ he inserted.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
went into this matter with the Solicitor
General and I am inclined to think that good
purposes wight be served by inserting a
elause that would have the same relation to
accidents in factories as Clause 25 has re-
garding mines generally, and Clause 26 has
regarding accidents in c¢oal mines. I do not
think that the amendment suggested by the
hon. member would achieve his ohject, and T
have had a clanse drnfted to stand as Clause
27. It is vather lengthy, and while T do not
suggest that the hon. member should with-
draw his amendment, T propose that we post-
pone further consideration of the Bill, and 1
will have the clause T refer to placed on the
Notice Paper for to-morrow. [ also under-
stand that it is the intention of Dr. Saw to
submit an amendment to give coroners
power, on the certificate of the Commissioner
of Public Health, to order a post mortem ex-
amination in eases of death from infectious
diseases. I supgest to bim that he might
also have his amendment placed on the Notice
Paper for to-morrow.

Progress reported.

T move an amend-

House adjourned at 9.57 p.m.

Tegislative #Hssembly,
Tuwesday, 26th October, 1920.
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Assent to Bills 1200
Bill: City of Perth Endowment Lands, report 1200
Annual Estimates, Votes and items discussed 1200
The SPEAKER took the Chair at .30

pm,, and read prayers.

QUESTION—SLEEPER SHTPMEXTS
FROM ALBANY.

Toun. T. WALKER asked the Minister for
Works: Are the State Saw Mills supplying
sleepers for shipment to Java and loading
same by any steamer or ship at Albany?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
No.

[ASSEMBLY ]

QUESTION—BASI(’ WAGE 1X THE
GOVERNMENT SBERVICE,

Hen, T. WALEKER asked the Premier: &,
[s the basic wage of 13s, 4. paid as a mini-
mum te all employed in each and every
branch or department of the Government ser-
viee? 2, If not, why not!

The PREMLER replied: No. The matter
is now in the hands of the Assistant Commis-
sioner specially deputed to handle sueh prob-
lems, but a decision has been delayed through
this officer's illness, necessitating another
temporary appointment,

ABBENT TO BILLS,

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the following Bills—

1, Local Authorities Sinking Funds.
2, High School Act Amendment,
3, Roads Closure. -

BILL—CITY OF PERTH EXNDOW.
MENT LAXNDS.

Report of Committee adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1920.21,
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 21st OQctober; Mr.

* Stubbs in the Chair.

Department of Celonial Secretary (Hon.
F. 7T, Broun, Minister),

Vote—~Oflice bf 'Colonial Seevetary, £11,043 :

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY (Hon. F.
T. Broun—Beverley) [4.35]: There has been
practically no change in this department’s
Estimates since last year, with the exeception
that the Government gardens which formerly
were controlled by the (lolonial Secretary
have now been transferred to the Premier’s
Department. The incrense of £11,717 is due
almost entirely to the increased rates which
have had te be paid and the high cost of
storeg, and the general all round increase in
the cost of administration, The total cx-
penditure last year was £250,261 and the
revenue colleeted was £71,889. The net cost
of the Qepartment therefore was £178,370.
The anticipated revenue this year is £78,309,
which is £06,420 in excess of last year's
figures. The net cost of the department this
vear i3 estimated at £5,295 more than that
of last year., Considering the greatly in-
creased cost of evervthing, and the large
field of the work of the department, the
figures mnst be considered satisfactory. Re-
cently there has beeu a change in the ad-
ministration of the department. During last
vear, after 34 years of scrvire, the TUnder
Seeretary, Mr, North, was retired on account
of 1t health. Tu the period of his serviee
Ar. North proved himself to be a most loyal
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ofiicer, and the services he rendered were
wreatly appreciated by the department. The
appointment of 4 suecessor  is  now
under consideration. During the past year a
business manager was appointed for the
hospitals, asylums, gaols, charities, and
other departments vuder the control of the
Uolonial Secretary, and since the appoint-
ment a general saving has been effected in
the administration of each of these depart-
ments. There are so many different institu-
tions controlled by the Colonial Secretary
and they are so varied in charactert thag it
was considered essential to bring them so
far as possible into line with the view of
securing greater efliciency. It was also con-
sidered imperative to reduce the working
expenses of the institutions so that in the
near future we should not he forced to eu
down the assistance which is being granted.
A ftall explanation of the expenditure in
cach of the departments will be given to
members when the items are under diseus-
sion. Regarding the aborigines, the total
amount required thig year is £21,342, Of
that sum £10,000 is provided under a special
Act. There will be a recoup of £1,007 to bhe
made by the Fisheries Department for a
portion of the staff's services, the elerieal
staffs of the Ahorigines and Fisheries De-
partments working as one.  The receipts
from the Aborigines Department are esti-
mated at £1,500 and the net cost of the de-
partment therefore will be £18,535.

Mr, Johnston: How mueh do you get by
way of kangaroo rovalties?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: T ecan-
not give the hon. member that information
just now, The fignres I have quoted show
that the total is £2,401 in excess of last
year's expenditunre.
ture of £21,342, salaries and wages account
for £5,777. The general expenditure there-
fore it is expected will amount to £15,563.
Last year the fignres under these heads were
£5,176 and £17,606 respectively, During
last year there was an old Trust Fund bal-
ance of £4,321, which has sinee been trans-
ferred to revenue. In eommon with other
branches of the service, incrensed rates of
pay have been granted all round. The in-
creased expenditure last year was due prin-
cipally to the ontbreak of influenza, to the
alterations and additions at Carrolup and
Moore River Settlements, and to the addi-
tions made to the depot in the North-West
where discased natives are treated. A sum
of €700 was saved last year by wmaking
clothing for natives at Carrolup. This year
it is intended to teach the natives at that
settlement the work of spinning wool for
making blankets for use at the settlements,
and an old blanket-making maehine Thas
heen procured for this purpose. Tt is heped

that the natives can be taught this work, so_

that they may be able to manufacture all
the blankets that they require for their own
use, The revenne of £1,800 which it is ex-
peeted will he received is made up as fol-
lows—FEmployment of natives nnder permit

Of the total expendi-
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£500, revenue from the Southern settlements
£930, and miscellaneous £512. The number
of natives in employment at the present
time under permits is 4,969, The medical
treatment of diseased natives at the Port
Hedland depot has met with considerable
success during the past year, numbers of
natives having been * discharged as cured
from that institution. Regarding the Fish-
eries Department, the prospects of the pearl-
ing industry were hright rowards the end of
last year, but since then values have «e-
clined both for pearl shell and pearls. As
a result, the Government were approached
with the request to guarantee advances
against pearlshell as was dJdone during the
war. The Government agreed to provide a
guarantee of £180 for the purpose indirated.
Unfortunately, during the early portion of
this year, the weather conditions prevailing
in the North-West were not favourable for
the pearling industry, with the result that
the available tonnage is estimated at 1,200
as against 1,309 tons during last year.
While the shell market has fallen, very
good vresults in home markets have been
obtained for pearls, There is not a
great  quantity  of  pearl  shell held at
the present time at Broome. During the
vear the Returned Soidiers Fish and Can-
ning Company started operations aft Shark
Bay. They are doing excellent work with
some assistance from the Government, They
took over the old *Torrens'? from the Gov-
ernment and have plant, the total value
heing estimated ai £2400. The company
are paying so much for the ship and, in
addition, are paying a further amount per
month towards refunding the money ad-
vanced to them, They hope in time that
they will be able to purchase both the plant
and the ship outright. The Government afl-
vanced them a loan of £930 at 614 per cent.
interest for working expenses. They com-
meneed operations in February last year,

and  sinec then to  the end of
June. 1,200 cases, Tepresenting 48,000
one-lb,  ting, valued  approximately  at
£2800, have been turned out. About

800 cases of fish have bheen received in the
metropolitan market and found ready sale.
Thus no diffienlty has been experienced in
disposing of the company’s products. This
hranch of the fisheries aectivities is showing
great possibilities of expamsion. The freez-
ing works at Carnarvon are also giving this
aspect serious consideration and in the near
future it is hoped that they will start opera-
tonag,

AMr, Teesdale: Ts that in the fishing line?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Yes,
Whaling operations were suspended in 1916
anrl from then to the present, nothing has
been done in that direction. Tt is probable
that a commencement will be made at an
early date in the re-establishment of this in-
dustry. TLocal business men have been mak-
ing inquiries into the possibilities of the in-
dustry, with the intention of also establish-
ing the turtle indnstry, in conjunction with
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the whaling operations. In all prohability a
British company will alse start operations with
a capita]l of £80,000. 1 am given to under-
stand that very shortly a big portion of this
capital will he available. At the same time,
the company are making inquiries with a
view to including other cominodities as well
as the green and haiksbhill turtle, dugong,
and trepang. These are probibited at pre-
sent under the Act and if it should be con-
sidered advisable to allow the company to
take these other species, 1 think it should be
done. At the present timie people are coming
down the coast and bartering with the na-
tives in the North for supplies of dugony
and hawks bill tartle,. We are losing them
and most decidedly we should not be at a
loss in this dirvection. Should it be found
advisable to grant the company the rights 1
indicate, it wili be necessary to bring down
a small amending Bill to remove the re-
siriction. An  endeavour was malde dur-
ing last year to prove the possibilities of
trawling along the south coast. The 't Pen-
guin’’ was fitted up for this purpose, but un-
fortunately, after making two eruiscs, she
wag wreeked, During the short period opera-
tions were carried out, it was proved con-
clusively that there was any quantity of fish
to be secured hy trawling. If it had not
been for this unfortunate circumstance, we
would have been ahle to establish the fishing
industry there on a sound basis and no difk-
culty woull have been experienced in re-
couping the outlay involved.

Hon, W. C. Apgwin: Would it not have
been better to go mnorth instead of south,
where there are such rough seas?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: [ was
advised that it was not so, and that it was
rougher in the north than along the south
coast at that particolar time, The *‘Pen-
guin’’ experienced heavy weather and took
advantage of shelter available there, but with
a shift of the gale, the vessel was wreeked.
The Government are considering the pur-
chase of another vessel to continue opera-
tions. Inquiries were made in the Eastern
States and also in 'the Old Country, but un-
fortunately the prices quoted at the present
time for a suitable trawler are so cxeessive
that for the present we will have to hoid the
wmatter over until we can get a hoat at a
lawer price. In the near future we hope
that, as the price of shipping is coming down
vonsiderably, we will he able to reconsider
the purchase of another hoat.

Mr, Johnston: What! JMore State steam-
ers?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Ther
arc good boats. The receipts under the
Game Act for the year totalled £6,632.

Royalties on opossum skins accounted for
£2,235 of that amount. Trapping permits in
the southerm portions of the
were granteidl during the months of May and
June and during that period 125,000 opos-
sums were taken,

Mr. Mullany: And a lot were taken bhefore
May.

“year

South-West -

[ ASSEMBLY']

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: [F such
were the case, it is not within the knowledge
of the Iisheries Department. So far as the
opening of distriets for the destruction of
opossums is concerned, we had a certain
amount of opposition from one or two quart-
ers. Since they were opened, we have hail
requests from other portions for similar con-
sideration. Wherever it is considered neces-
sury to throw open areas for opossum trap-
ping, [ think we shonld de se, hecanse the
skins are a pood asset. At the time we
threw open the routh-western portion in May
and Juone, opossum  sking were bringing
enormous prices in the Old Country. Un-
fortunately, the prohibition of the importa-
tion of furs in Franee and one or two other
countries resulteil in the priees falling very
considerably, but, irrespeetive of that, the
prices obtained bhave heen satisfactory since.

AMr, Johnston: Why 4o the Fisheries De-
partment coutrol this matter!

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It comcs
urder the Game Act and the department con-
trol operations under that Aet. Regarding
the activities ol the Friendly Societies
branch during the year, the routine work
carriedd out has been of censiderable value,
and aetuarial valuations of societies have
been made. Since July last seven socicties,
huving a membership of 10,575, were valued.
The results were interesting and it is satis-
fartory to know that the report shows they
are in a sound finaneial position. The in-
vestigation of the societies’ aeccounts was
commenced during the year. An inspectot
was appointed for this purpose and the
books of several socirties and branches
of societies were examined. The action
taken in  this direction has  justified
itself by reswlts in several instances. The
has been particularly busy regard-
g industrial arbitration. During the year
six unions registered and the registrations of
47 were cancelled. The large number of can-
cellations was due to the nmalgamation of
several miners’ unions and the striking off
of defunct unions from the list. There were
555 claims dealt with wnder the Government
workers' compensation fund and the claims
and medical fees paidl amounted to £10,131.

ITon. W, C. Angwin: What is the total of
that particular fund now?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: T cannot
give the figures from memory hut they are
in the report laid on the Table of the House.
The number of gaols open during last year
was the same as in the previoug year. The
commitments during last year amounted to
1,716 as against 1,975 for the previous year,
showing a decrease of 250, The cost per
head for maintenance amounted to £76 138
1024, as against £73 10s. 214d. for last

year, A reformatory - prison has been
opened at Rottnest and prisoners have
heen place under an experienced offi-
cer. The prison buildings there are

temporary but permanent quarters' are now
being erected.  The men greatly appreciate
the treatment they are receiving and appear to
he in good health and excellent spirits. They

f

r
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have amyple reading matter provided for them,
and a large variety of games. On Saturdays
and Sundays they are permitted to indulge
in fishing. The activities of the Harbours
and Lights Department duvring the year have
been well maintained. A light has been in-
~stalled at Bannangarra, south of Broowe,
That light was required for the pearling
industry. It has heen decided to convert the
Babbage Island Jight iute an unattended
light. The light~ en the Swaun River have
been improved during the year. A large num-
her of lights are now on order and the whale
©f the existing lights bave been overhauled.
The buovs and beacons south of Fremantle
have been inspected and those on the morth-
west coast will be overhiawled <uring the pre-
senf year. Jetty receipts amounted to
£18,534 as compared with £14,875 for the
preceding year.  The lumpers’ wages were
inereased during the past 12 months at the
various perts to bring them into line with
the rates paid at the main ports. The in-
crease amounted to -approximately, £2,000
per ammum and the handling charges have
been raised to weet that amount. The in-
spection and survey of shipping has been
carefully carried out and also the super-
~ision of vessels loading. The equipment of
vessely visiting our out-ports was found gen-
erally wp to standard. Regarding immi-
gration, one of the greatest difficulties ex-
perienced during the vear was in conuection
with shipping accommodation. This is
slightly easing now and for the first eight
months of the year, 876 immigrants arrived
here. During the nine months of the present
vear there were 946, A special charter of
the steamer ‘‘Zealandic’’ has heen arranged.
She will leave England this month with about
1000 emigrants. Arrangements have heen
wade with the Commonwealth Government
for the housing of immigrants on their ar-
rival at Fremantle. The immigrants’ home
at Fremautle was taken over by the Common-
wealth during the war for the purpose of a
hase hospital, Under the new arrangement
the department have taken over the huildings
on the Fremantle Oval, together with equip-
ment, at a rental of £130 a year. Accom-
modlation js there provided for 400 immi-
wgiants.  As herctofore, the immigrants are
permitted to remain in the home during the
first three days.

Hon. W. C. Angwin.
those huildings!
other building.

The COLOXTAL SECRETARY:  The
Commonwealth are paying £300 for the old
building, and arrangements have been made
to pay £150 for the Fremantle Oval build-
ings.

Hon. W. €. Angwin:
are pretty strong.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Tmmi-
grants are allowed to remain in the home
during the first three days free of charge
for board, and for the remaining period up
1o ten days only a nominal charge is made.

[44]

Do you pay rent for
You paid no rent for the

The Commonwealth
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. Mr. Davies: What is the total numler of
immigrants you can now accommodate?
The COLOXIAL SECRETARY:

hundred.

Hon, W, (. Angwin:
aceommodated 1,200,

The (OLONTAL SECRETARY: Provision
i~ made to necommoiate 400 at present: more
could Lie provided for if neccssary. .Arrange-
ments have been mode to place ex-service
imen  and assisted immigrants in situastions
an the land, With the approval of the fiov-
vrument, the Usely 3Men’s Assoeiation, I am
IHeased to say, have undertaken to as-ist in
placing ex-serviee imen and gssisted fmi-
grauts immediately they arrive.

Hon, W, €. Angwin: Say ‘fat the reyuest
of the Government’’ not ‘‘with the approval
of the Government.'’

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The hon.
fltlomber can have it that way if he pretfers
it

Jlon. W, C. Angwin:
ference.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Approval
was given by the Government for the Ugly
Men’s Association to assist in this  way.
Other hodies have offered to assist, lmt ne
one is permitted to do so without the ap-
proval of the Covernment.

Mr. Teesdale: Do they take charge of the
immigrants on arrival?

The (OLONTAL SECRETARY. Yo: im-
migrants on arrival are taken charge of by
the immigration officer and are placed in the -
institution. Arrangements are then made with
the Typly Men's Association to place these
people in the country. The services of the
Ugly Men's Association have proved of great
value, because there has heen very little de.
lay. This arrangement with the Ugly Men'’s
Assoeiation is 4 good one for another reason.
Where ex-service men without knowledge of
farming desire to take np land, they are sent
to practival farmers where they remain for
a period hefore heing placed on holdings of
their own. Tt is haped that in the near future
some arvangement witl be made with the Com-
monwealth with regard to pasrages for im-
migrants. The high fares now rnling are
proving & dramhack beeause we are mot wet-
ting the number of immigrants which we
wonll get if passages were less expensive.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The Commonwealth
have no steamers that are suitable.

The COLONTAL SECRETARTY: The
Commonwealth steamers have accommodation
to bring more immigrants than we are get-
ting at present. The ‘'Zealandic’’ has ac-
commodation for 1,200, and T do not think
we will have more thaon 1,000 on her. Whs
have not heard of the exact number from the
Agent General, but it is expected that ihere
will he 1,000, During the year an additional
inspector of liquors was appeinted. The
wholesale wine andl spirit merchants agreed
to find £230 per annum towards the salary
of this officer. The new appointment has
been justified because good results have fol-
lowed. The operations ¢f the Labour Burean

rour

The old buiing

There is a hig if-
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reveul that useful work has been done doring
the vear. The number of registrations was
just over 6,000, as agaiust 5,700 in the pre-
vious vear. The number of engagements
tetalled 5,843 against 5,406, Farcs were ad-
vanced to 1,304 men at a cost of £1,443 to
go to jobs in country. Of this amount £1,289
has been refunded, or about 90 per cent. of
the total fares advanced. Branches of the
bareau have heen established at Fremantle
and at various country towns, The women's
bhraneh found positions for 2,347 women. The
management reports that it ‘*is still difficult
to obtain suitable girls for domestic service,
There is no difficulty whatever in placing
eny domestics who arrive from the old coun-
try. The scheme inavgurated in 1916 to
place goldficlds hoys on farms still con-
tinues to prove satisfactory. Last year 196
lads were placed, compared with 136 in the
previsus year. These boys are doing well
and are giving satisfaction. Numerous let-
ters have been received stating that the lads
are well satisfied, and employers likewise
have written expressing their satisfaetion
with the lads. One of these lads is now
manager of the farm on which he was pre-
vionsly cmployed.

My, Munsie: What salary is he getting!

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The sal-
aries vary; particulars are given in the re-
pert. I consider that the salaries are good.
1 do not know whether the member for Han-
nans will agree with me,

My, Munsie: I eannot say when I do not
krow what they are.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The lion.
member can obtain the information, The
estimated expenditure in connection with the
Lunacy Department this year cexeceds the
actual expenditure of last year by £4,614,
The average number of patients last year
was 1,149 against 1,123 in the previous vear
The gross cost per head was £69 138 24,
compared with £57 5s, 1d, an increase last
vear of €12 Gs, 1d. The increase was due
to the higher cost of commodities, partieu-
larly of provisions, material for the manufac-
tare of elothing, drugs and medicine, to-
gother with the increased salavies for the
statf, The same thing applies to most of the
institotions. The farm connected with the
Clarentont and Whithy institutions supplied
produce to the value of L2300, Tlans are
being prepared for the crection of a new
builling to relieve the overerowding at
the Claremont Hospital for the Imzane. Tt
is hoped that before long we shall be able
to go on with this work hecause for some
time the (Mlaremont institution has heen over-
crowded. Tt is essential that we should pro-
vide more aceommodation, and especially
nore open accommodation.  TUndder the new
sclieme patients will be given much more
liherty than they have at the present time,
Durinz the year o special ward was set
apart for mild ecases, Tt is only a small
place, but it has proved of pgreat advantage
to the patients, and the pity is that we did
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not have a similar place for mild cases in
Years goue by, The educational features of
the Observatory are being more  widely
:u'a_tled of.  Over 1,000 persons, including
sucicties amd schools, paid evening visits to
the Observatory last year. Eighty-five even-
ings were devoted to these proceedings,
which took the form of running lectures ex-
tending over two lours. Seven public lee-
fures were alse given. By agreement with
the Admiralty the Observatory transmits
wireless time signals twice daily at 11 a.n.
and 11 p.n,, and the tidal reports from Port
Tedland to Derth are also kept. Regarding
the State Children Department, there was a
slight reduetion in the number of children
hearded out during the year.

Mr. Underwood: When do you expect the
Royal Commission's report?

The (OLOXNIAL SECRETARY: I do not
kuow; T am waiting patiently for it.

My, Munsie: You will get it. Where is
the chairinan?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: To meet
soutewhat the increase in the cost of living
the subsidy rate for children boarded out
was raised last vear by 1s. The Government
new pay 10s. a week for children under one
year, 9s. for children between one and two
years, and Bs. for children between the ages
of two and fourteen.

Mr. Davies: Ts that to foster parents!

The COLOXNTAL SECRETARY: Yes. Tn
speeinl cases 12s, 6d. and 15s, has been paid.
Even higher rates have heen paid for deli-
ente children who require special attention, I
have approved of a rate as high as £1 1la.
in a special ecase. The rate of subsidy to
mothers was increased from 7s. to 8s. I
do uot know that it is necessary for me to
go into this question, hecause I intend to do
so when [ reply to the motion standing in
the name of the member for Hannans. The
whole question can he dealt with on that
oceasion, aud T shall take the opportunity
ta give the whole of the figures,

Hon, T, Collier: Yon had better deal with
it here: we might never rveach that motion.
Mr. Davies: Why anticipate it?
The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
motion js well np on the Notiee Paper,
My, Munsie: It has been closer to the

top. Tt has gone hack a bit.

The COLONTAT, SECRETARY: 1 desire
to deal with this matter, anld it will take
some time, beeanse there are many questions
involved. [ think T shall he alle to convince
the Wouse that we have done i good deal in
the interests of the children. The high rates
for iunvalids require special attention, but
fartunately there is not a great number of
them. T we did not pay bigher rates for
invalid chillren, we wonld net he able ie
ot foster niothers for them. We huve made
a speeial enideavour during the year te hoard
out children in country lomes in preference
to placing them in the institutions, T hope
that as soon as the reveiving home is com-
pleted we shall he able tn appoiut a prola-

The
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tion officer te confine bis energies to the
adoption and hoarding out of children, and
more cspecially to placing them in country
districts. Out of the whole of the adoptions
sinee the proclamation of the State Children
Aet, 500 in nomber, there has been only
ona case which has proved uonsatisfaetory.
The number of children in the orphanages
and  industrial  schools  has  increased.
These institutions are deing rood work, es-
pecially that connected with the Salvation
Army. I want to pay a tribute to the good
work that is being done in this State by the
Salvation Army. Undoubtedly thar organi-
sation is worthy of all the gnod that can be
sadd of it. I can only wish those connecied
with it every success in the efforts they are
making to help us in our State work., Dur-
ing the year the Salvation Army has trans
ferred the home for girls from Collie to
Kelmscott, ‘The Childrens’ Court has bheen
removed into the old buildings at 5t.
Georyge's Hall, Hay-street.  This transfer
hag tended to bhring about better adminis-
tration and affords greater convenience to
the public. The accommodation is also
greatly improved. The Government have
constructed n receiving home in Lord-street,
and T hope this will shortly be completed.
Jt is near the AMt. Lawley Station.
Hon, T, Walker: Next door to the school.
The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Tt is far
enough awayv from the school, and a snb-
stantial fence will he ereeted to make it
ag private as possible. Provision has heen
made at the institution for detention wards.
At present- children are detained at the old
buildings. This is unsatisfactory and un-
suitable, and at the new place we are mak-
ing provision for these wards. Children
will be detained there, and a list hrought
down to the court in the morning by one of
the officers. The number of women who re-
ceived relief last year is greater than that
for the pzevious year. This increase was
accounted for by the epidemic of influenza.
Mr. NMunsie: Is this other than the pay-
ment of so mneh per week for children?
The COLONTAL .SECRETARY: These
fire the mothers and children who come
under the heading of monetary assistance.
A destitute mother would receive assistance,
hut that wonld be called outdoor relief. In-
dustrial troubles aeconnted for an inereased
expenditure on outdoor relief, but I hope
there will not be a recurrence of this. The
assistance that is given is mainly due to
there having been sickness and unemploy-
nment.  Wherever it is essential fo assist in
this  direction we do so0. (ases relative
to mothers and children vary greatly.
Sometimes the husband has died and left
a widow and fonr or five children with a
house provided. In other cases there is no
home, and the mother is paying rent. Tn
other eases the mother is paying part of the
rent, or it is bheing paid for her. Tu these
ingtances we emdeavour to secure the home
for the mather if possible. T no provision
is made for the rent to be paid, we endea-
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vour tu see that the mothers are ail plaved
as nearly as possible un- an equal footing. If
there is any further information that hon,
members desire, I shall be pleased tn give
it.

Mr. ROCKE (South Fremantle) {5.20]:
The Colonial Seeretary’s Department, in-
clwiing  the  sub-departments  atrached
thereto, is very different from the other
departments which have been discussed on
the Estimates, and those which remain to
be iliscussed. Many of the sub-departments
of the Colonial Sccretary’s Department are
non-proluctive as to revenuve, and they ave
departments charged with the care of those
who are taced with misfortune. There are the
cases of those who are deprived of the
breadwinner, rhere are others who thave
been deprived of their liberty, and there are
those whoe Lhave met with the greatest dis-
aster of all—the 1loss of their reason,
All  these people come under the care
of the Uolonial Seeretary, It is rather
difficult te deal fully with ecaeh sub-
department, The Colonial See¢retary inerely
gives the ('ommittee an idea of how his
Estimates are made up, so that we can only
reply to his statements in a partial manner.
I regret that it was necessary for the Under
Secretary to tender his resignation. The
Government and the State have lest a good
officer in Mjr. North. I hope his successor
will give the same attention to the interests
of the State ns Mr. North did. The Colo-
nial Seervetary states that a new departure
has heen made in the appeintment of a
business manager, and that by reason of
the activities of that officer certain savings
have been effected. One of the first diree-
tions in which this official made 2 saving
was when he recommended that the issue of
rations to persons in receipt of old age pen-
sions at Fremantle should eease. This is
one of the methods adopted by him to
assist in squaring the deficit of nearly five
million ponnds, Tt was an unworthy aect
and deserves every censure,  Surely there
were  other means of effecting savinga
than by taking away the small allowance
given hy the State Government to supple-
ment the pensions of the Commonwealth
Government, The State Government say
that the duty of caring for aged persons
devolves entirely upon the Commonwealth.

The Colonial Seeretary: That is so.

Mr. ROCKE: 1 disagree. These people
have done good service to  the
State, and that being so the State
should be responsible and see that

they have sufficient food. A pension of 15s.
6d. a week—in some cases it is less—is not
sufficient for any person to live on.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: The State is re-
sponsible, but the Commonwealth supplement
the State payments,

Mr., ROCKE: If the Commonwealth fail
in their duty then the responsibility shounld
rest with the State. The Colonial Seerctary
said that there have been some increases in
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the Estimates for this year, and that this
has been due chiefly to the increased cost
of commodities, No doubt that is so in many
instanees, but it cannot be responsible for
all the inercase that has gecurred. The Col-
onial Secretary spoke, in passing, about the
fitting up of the steamer ‘Penguin’’ to
conduet trawling operations on the South
coast. Last session the Minister distinetly
stated that the ship was to go North-West
into fine weather. i pointed out at the time
that disaster would befall the vessel if she
was sent South, apd I am serry that my pro-
phecy has come true, cspecially as a sum of
over £3000 had been spent in altering aml
re-conditioning the ship, n som which wuas
more than she was worth, In answer
to a question of mine the Colonial
Secretary  recently said  that  he  had
not vet received all the #ccounts in
connection with the vessel, but up to thut
time the expenditure had been over £3,000.
The Minister is not responsible for this ex-
penditure. and must abide by the advice of
his officers. Those officers who recommend
that expenditure were unfitted for their posi-
tions, and should be sent about their busi-
uess.  One bright spot in the operations of
the Figheries Department appears to he the
suceess which has attended the operations of
returned soldliers, I hope the Government
will continue to assist these men, seeing that
they have done so mneh for themselves, A
good deal of money was expended on the
steamer ‘‘Torrens’” whilst she was doing
the work of the department, and I hope the
Government will be able to recoup them-
selves without casting any undue burden upon
the returned soldiers in gquestion. The mat-
ter of gaols, involving as it does the ques-
tion of prison reform, is one of the very
impertant functions which the Government
are called upon to perform.  During u previous
session of PParliament provision was made for
the establishment of a prison reformatory.
I do not think it was the infention of Par-
liament that the department should go aloeut
tite matter in  the way that it did,
for that meant nothiug  else  but  dis-
acter, involving the expenditare of public
moneys, [t is all very well for the Colonial
Seeretary to say  that the prisoners enjoy
their stay at Rottnest, amd that they have
good fishing on  Satwrdays and  Hundays.
That is not prison reform. The first exsen-
tinl of prizon reform is that it =hall be dis-
socintesl from prison  estahlishments, Yo
mote unsmtable place conld be found for a
reformatory of this character than Rottnest
Tslawd, [t is a tonrist resort, aml oue cannot
have a tourist resort and a reformatory
operating over such a small arca of land.
Last vear 12,000 persons visited Rottunest,
and ther were within 17, miles of the in-
mates stationed there. Tf we are going in
for reforming these prisoners, we must first
of oll impress upon them the fact that life
ic worth living. To do that we must place
in their hands something wherehy they mayv
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earn an honest living. I take it that when
a reformatory is ectablished, ome of the
principal duties in connection with it is to
teach the men a trade so that they may earn
an honest living. At Rottnest all that they
are taught to do is to quarry stones and burn
lime, The whole thing is 2 farce, and quite
opposed to the intention of Parliament when
the Act which enahled this reformatory to
be established was passed. One of the pro-
visions of the Ae¢t was that a hoard, known
as  the lwdeterminate Sentences Board,
should be appointed, and meet once a month.
There has uot bheen a meeting of the hoard
this mouth amd there will not he ‘one. 1 do
nat know how many months have elapsed
sinee there was a meeting,

{fon. W% C. Angwin: They met at the end
ol September,

Ay, ROCKE: The board met at the IPre-
mauntle prison on one day of this month.
The chatrman-——the late swperintendent of
the prison—was there carly. Me received o
letter, I understand, from the Colonial See-
rdlary s Department, aad after, he had read
it he put on his hat and said, *'1
am finished.”” He went away and has not
been heard of since, I thought the Col-
oninl Scerctary would have told us some-
thing abont the work of this board, and
whether it has carried oot the functions
which Parliament infended it to perform.
The present governor has been appointed at
a reduced salary compared with that paid
to preceding superintendent,

The Colonial Seeretary: But not a reduced
salury as compared with what he was receiv-
ing previously, When he proves his efficiency,
his salary will be inecreased.

Mr. ROCKE: Tf the previous superinten-
dent was worth £480 per annum, the officer
now oceupying the position should bhe worth
an equal sum. Tf the reasou for the change
of title from ‘‘superintendent’’ to ‘‘gover-
nor’” wa< merely to make the holder of the
office a disciplinary officer rather than place
him wnder the Public Serviee (ommissioner,
T thiuk the ehange was wrong and unjust,

on, W, . Angwin: T =ee no neeessity
for ¢hanging the name at all.

My, ROCKE: TUnfortunately the Tre-
nantle prison is in great need of repalr.
The sum asked for was €12000, and T =ee
the Estimates provide £500.  Probably the
amount asked for was excessive, but to cut
it down to €500 seema unreasonable. T do
not ser how the institution can be main-
trined in that state which is cssential for
sueh an establishment unless ropairs are kept
up. The place is falling to pieces, and if the
ueeersary repairs are further delaved they
are likely to rost two or three times the
amount for which the work could he Jdone
at the present tinte, Incidentally T may
mention the sewerage at the prison.  The
1esident magistrate of Fremantle aund the
resident medical officer are unw having the
sewerage of their premises attended to, which
is quite right and proeper; but other offivers
shonld receive similar consideration. Tha
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quarters of the governor and of the chap-
luin are in a dfsgraceful state as regards
sewerage.  Indeed, had those quarters bhe-
longed to private owners they would have
heen utterly condemned years ago. The
open pan system obtains; and, until recently,
in the ease of the eclergyman’s quarters the
pan had to be carried through the Kitehen,
a proceeding which is dangerous and ob-
noxions, and revelting to the sense of de-
ceney. At present the couvenience is under
the same roof as the kitchen. In the case
of the governor’s quarters the convenience
is only 12 feet away from the kitehen. In
renard to inmmigration, I desire to pay a
trihute to the Ugly Men's Asgociation. 1
believe that it the (iovernment handed over
to the associntion the whole business of plac-
ing immigrants much  good would  result.
Lnst month, I helieve, a ship wrrived at Al-
hany with, speaking from memory, ahout 400
immigrants——

The (‘oloninl Secretary: Nothing like thai
numher.

Mr. IHERE:  With a large number of
immigrants, and every one of them was placed
in a position during the train  journey
from Albany to Perth, That was doune
through the good offices of the TUgly Men's
Association.

Mr. Teesdale: What are you talking about?

Hon. P. Collier: They were labelled for
wayside stations.

My, ROCKE: They were plaeed in posi-
tions without adversely affecting the labour
market in any way. [ commend the good
work of the association to the attention of
the Government,

Hon. P. Collier: T suppose those immi-
grants were snapped up at low rates of
wages, about 23s. a week.

Mr. ROCKE: J do not think the Ugly
Alen's Association would be guilty of plae-
inz men at low rates of wapes. Next, the
question of aid to widows and State children
is one of the wmost important questions with
which the Colonial Seeretary’s Department
live to deal. The child is the basis of the
nation: and until recognition is given to
that fact, we shall not have the operations
of  the Celoninl Sceretary’s Department
pMaced on a proper basis. The Minister has
told ns that the subsidy £for chikdren has
J¢en increased by 1s. per week. In view ot
the inerease in the eost of living, that seems
a very small increment; and how the foster-
mothers are ahle to keep the childrea for 9s.
a week, T do not know., XNew Zealand pays
for the same service at the rate of 13s. per
week. That i+ the lowest rate, and applies
in the case of children over a vear oll. For
children under 12 months the allowanee is
- 17s. 6. per week: and there are additional
payments in the case of delicate children
and childeen requiring  special care.  The
work of the State Children Department in
New Zealand has leen placed on a proper
liasis, which might verr well be adopted by
Western Australia, First of all, however,
New Zealand pars attention to the wilows,
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Widows are divided into varions classes, and
are wranted monetary assistanee according to
the class they are in. A widow who lost her
lushand through the recent outbreak of in-
fluenza js calledl an ““epidemic widow *'—
rather a strange title, but she is placed under
that heading so that she canr be known from
the others. Then there is the '‘war widow,’?
meaning 4 woinan who lost her husband at
the war. Then there is what is known as
the “‘eivil widew,”’ who did not lose her
hushand either through the war or throngh
influenza, but owing to some other cause.
Then there is the ‘“miner’s widow,’’ who
lest her husband through miner’s phthisis,
They are all placed in their proper eategory,
and money is paid for their mnaintenance ac-
condingly.

Mr. Davies: Ts there discrimination ag
regards the amounts?

Mr. ROCKE: Yes; hut every woman who
has lost her husband and is left with from
four to six children is entitled to 2 weckly
payment of £3 5s.

Mr. Teesdale: Whether she ean find work
or not?

Mr. ROCKE: A woman with frem four to
six young children should not have to go out
to work. The fact that she receives money
for looking after the chiklren proves that
they are young, under 14 vears of age. Some
of the institutions in New Zealand are sup-
ported hy the Government, and others by
publie subscription, New Zealand posscsses
public-gpiriteil citizens, whom Western Aus-
tralia sorely laecks, and consequently New
Zealand js able to do this work at a less
e¢ost to the publie funds than we, pro-
portionately, notwithstanding that we pay, so
neh Jess for the serviees rendered.  As re-
gards recoveries of moneys paid in this con-
nection, that is to say the amount of money
paid back te the department by pavents or
grarndions who, having chiliren on the State,
are able to pay, that work has not been on
a good hasis here until juat recently. However,
the amounts recovered have heen very wueh
greater of late, showing that the work is
now on a better basis. [f the present rate of
recoverics is maintained, that will relicve the
department, T ecrtainly  consider that
parents or guardians able to pay for main-
tenance of children who are on the State
should be compelled to pay.

Hon. W. (. Angwin:
found,

Mr. ROUKIE: Yes. There is a good cof-
fect from this teo the State by reason of the
money comng into revenne, and there is a
good effect in the case of the parents, who
are made to face their responsibilities, On
the other hand, there are parents in sueh
a position that it is utterly impossible for
them to refund any of the money which the
State has advanced; and the State would be
doing an injustice if it withhell assistance
from those people. The child should lwe our
very first consideration.  The child of to-day
is the father or the mether of to-morrew,
as the case may be; and children are

Tf they can he



1208

the basis of the nation. T hape the Colonial
SBecretary in replying, when he has all the
faets and figures at hand, will he able to tell
Parliament and the country that the ehil-
dren of the State will get a hetter deal in the
future than they have had in the past. Re-
ferring to the receiving house which is being
constructed, I do hope that the detention
wards there will he an immense improve-
ment vpon the horrible holes used for that
purpese in Murray-street, It was 3 erime
against a child to have him or her imprisoned
in one of those holes.

Mr. Davies:
a charity house.

Mr. ROCKE: I presume the hon, member
iz referring to the receiving home in Mar-
quis-street; and T wish to say that if the
city had been hunted over for the waorst
loeality for such an institution, a less suit-
able one could not have been found than that
sitnation in Marquis-strect.  The Minister
referred to a probation officer to undertake
the boarding out of children: but that can
hardly be right, sinee a probation oflicer deals
solely with delinquent children. In XNew
Zealand, owing to the Govermment hav-
ing adopted a reasomable eystem of dealing
with delinquent children., the cost of that
work has been redueced by an almost incon-
ecivable proportion. For example, 354 de-
linquent boys were dealt with in the Augk-
land Provinee at a cost of approximately
£2,000, Had that number of delinguent boys
been dealt with under the old method, the
cost to the State would have been £22.596.
It may be urged that a probation system is
in operation here. True, but it is a very
small affair, and it makes no attempt to
deal with the question of the delinquent.child
in the eomprehensive manner which that ques-
tion merits. We have just touched the
fringe of tha question, and T hope the Co-
lonial SBecretary means to have this hranch
of the work of his @epartment placed on an
efficient basis. If s0, he shall have all the
support I am able to give him; and T am
gure he will also receive all the support that
other members of the Committee can render,

The whole place looked like

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (XNorth-East ¥re-
mantle) [5.45]: As I have previously said,
the Colonial Secretary’s department is not
granted woney until every other depart-
ment has been supplied. The Treasurer, as
a rule, is very loth to grant money to this
department, At the same time, T think the
Colonial Secretary’s department the most im-
portant of them all. With its varions sub-
departments, whose purpose is to look after
the welfare of the people, it is, in my opinion,
even more important than the Lands De-
partment, to which so much attention is given,
Comments have been made in regard to the
Btate Children’s Department.  Frequently
people fail to realise that this department
furnishes aid to a large number of children
who are not State children. In South Aus-
tralia, and I believe also in New Zealand,
this @epartment deals exclusively with State
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vhildren, bur in Western Australia the num-
bers of State clildren are very small indeed.

Mr. Davies: How do vou define State
children?
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: A State child is

4 child committed to the care of the State
by the court, in which eare the child is placed
under the control of the State until it reaches
the age of 18. T am pleased to say that in
Western Australia we are getting away from
the old system of compelling mothers to o
to the court to get assistance for their chil
dren. To-day, when a mother can show that
she requires assistance for the maintenance
of her children, the State at ouce comes to
her aid without her being compelled to go
before the eourt and without her child being
taken away from her and placed under the
control of the State. Children committed to
the control of the State are very few in com-
parison with those who receive assistance
without coming under such contrel. I have
known mothers come in to the department
with tears running d{down their cheeks and
declaring that they would rather go without
sufficient food than apply to have their
children committed to the control of the
State. I think we ¢an be proud of our pre-
sent system, but in my opinion it eould be
carried a little further. In various parts of the
world motherg ean claim assistance in the
maintenance of thejr children, not as a char-
ity, but as a-right. JIn 30 of the States of
Ameriez this obtains, and nlso in Manitoba,
Alberta, and Saskatchewan, where it has
heen passed into law. Queensland, T think,
has adopted it, and last year a similar meas-
ure wag passed in Victoria, with the differ-
ence that the mother has to go before a
magistrate.  New Zealand in 1913 passed
a law under which mothers ¢an claim main-
tenance for their children until 14 years of
ago. In Illineis 15 dollars per month is paid
to the mother for the maintenance of herself
and her first child, with a maximuvm of 30
dollars per month for the family. If there
be a number of chillren 10 dollars per month
is paid for each child after the first child,
and this coafinues wuntil the children reach
14 vears of age., In Michigan three dollars
per week is paid for each child until 17 years
of age. In Ohio 15 dollars per month is
paid for the mother and first child, aad
seven dollars per month for each further
child, In Victoria the minimum is 6s. and the
maximum 12s. per week. No doubt even-
tually this systen will have to be adopted
in Western Australia. In 1914 I asked the
department to get into communication with
some of the States of America with a view
te embodying in our legislation the system
which obtains fhere. In my opinion, with the
increased cost of living, mothers at the pre-
sent time do not receive sufficient to main-
tain their children. It is all very well to
ask, cannot the mother go out to work? I
agree with the member for Roebourme (Mr,
Teesdale), that, if the familr has grewn up,
the mother can do something.
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The Colonial Secretary: She cannot be
expected to o out to work if she has five
or six children to look after.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIX: No, that is so, es-
pecially if the eldest Le not more than per-
haps eight years of age. Let me say, to the
erolit of the Minister, that every case I have
brought wader his notice has been promptly
attended to. But there is in the department
soieone who has net that sympathy which
should characterise every officer in the de-
partment, A decided c¢hange has come over
the department during the last 12 months,

Mr, Davies: For better or for worse!

Hon., W, ¢, ANGWIN: A decided change
tor the worse, 1 do not vare who administers
the department, or who may he in charge
of it, the department is bound te be ocea-
sionally victimised, Having regard to the
thouzands of vases the department has fo
deal with, it is impessible that it should
escape imposition; no matter how careful it
may be, it will be imposed upon. Whilst
every care should be taken to guard against
nuposition, that care should not be allowed
to prejwtive the claims of bona fide appli-
eaute, b oam afraid that many applicants to
the Charities Department are met with the
hostile view that they are endeavouring to
get something out of the Government. So
recently as last Thursday I received a letter
from a lady in Leederville who Las eight or
nine in family. Her eldest son is doing all
he can to assist his mother in the mainten-
ance of that family. The good lady is in
receipt of £3 per week, out of which she has
to pay her rates and provide for the upkcep
of her childvren. The department has de-
clined to render her any assistance, I would
be the last to urge that the department
should give everything that is asked for. Al
applications shonld be scrutinised, but the
departmental officers should avoid hasty con-
cluzions. Tn this case it scems the department
decided that, €3 a weck being apparently a
large sum, the lady was not cntitled to any
more. But it all depends on the nnmber of
children the lady has to feed and clothe. TF
she had hut one child, possibly £3 per weck
woull he a handsome sum to her, but with
seven or cight children it is almost impossihle
for her to keep going. Tt scems the depart-
ment has heen regarding the total sum anl
taking no account of the size of the family.
The deparfment shoulid be in charge of aun
ofticer who will deal sympathetically with
applicants.

The Colonial Secretary: T think we have
speh a man in charge.

Hon. W, O, AXGWIN: T believe we have
a ool officer in the seeretary of the State
Chillren’s Tepartment, a1 man who knows
what is reruired, who has been trained in
the department,

AMr. Rocke: And now he is heing harassed,

Hon. W. C. ANGWTIN: That is very likely.
THe has been trained in  the departmant,
and he knows its requirements. He knows
it is neecssary to examine every applieration,
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wid e knows also that nothing shoukl be
done which would prejudiee the applicant. I
have every confidence in the secretary, and I
think he is a good man for the position.
1 am afraid there has been a change there
lately which has altered the whole thing.

My, Foley: Perhaps someone else wants
thie job.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: [t was brought
under my notice lately that an attempt had

Iren made to form distriets in which the
inspectors of the department should
operate, [n fact it was carried into effect.

it is impossible to carry on the work sue-
cossfully under such a proposal. TF the in-
spectors had regular routine work to per-
form it might be possible to confine them
to one districf where there may be nething
to attend to, while in other districts there
may be ten or perhaps a dozen people who
require to be looked after. Inspectors have
to go everywhere to make inquiries, and
while in one week there might be twenty
applications at Fremantle, there might only
be two in the same week at Midland June-
tion, Therefore, thda man in charge of
Midtand Junction wouldl have nothing to do
while the man at Fremantle would have hig
hands full, and the people whose ¢ases he
wag investigating wonld have to await
their turn. Another proposal that it will
not be possible to carry out is that of plae-
ing the inspection of babies, who are under
the care of foster mothers, in the hapnds of
male inspectors. At the present time, these
inspections have heen carried out by very
well traimed women, who have heen per-
forming these duties for years. It is ab-
surd to give men the work of secing whether
habies are properly looked after,

3r, Rocke: That has heen denied, hut 1
am convinced it is true.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I do not know
whether it has been denied, but T am sure
it is true.

Hon. P. Collier:
is irresistibic.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIX: We have in this
State a good officer who was brought here
from South Australia to carry on this work.
She bas been paying strict attention to in-
fants, and her work has heen enlogised by
the press and by evervone whe has had
occagsion to visit the homes. Now it is
suggested that this work should be taken
frem her and given te a man, whe, with
other inspeetors, is to be allotted a distriet
to attend tn instead of haviag the whele
area to cover, us has always been done.
JInst faney a man whe has had no training
so far as chililren are concerned, advising a
foster mother as to how she should manasmze
a baby, and telling her what she should
do with it! This kind of thing shows that
the person who made the recommendation
kad no idea whatever of the manner in which
the work of the department shonld he car-
ried out.

AMr, Teesdale:
ri commendation ?

That eombination then

Who would make such a
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Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: I will tell the hon.
member privately if he likes. 1 will not
tell him here.

The Colonial Sectetary: We shonld have
all female inspectors,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Certainly. At
any rate in that respeet.
Mr. Rocke: The Government of XNew

Zealand will not allow a male inspector to
interfere with that class of work,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: I hope the wmin-
ister will see that the new officers, not the
old ones, display more sympathy so far as
the work of the department is concerned. 1
desire to say a few words with regard to
old age pensions. We are all aware that
the looking after of the old people formerly
develved on the State and not-on the Com-
monwealth. The Commonwealth came along
with their Old Age Pensions Act, which was
advantageous to the old people. That was
all right and it did good, but owing to the
inrreased cost’ of commoedities, the amount
of the allowance granied at the present
time is not sufficient to enable some of
these old people to live. Is it not far bet-
ter then, in view of the existing conditions,
for the State to give something to supple-
ment the pension? Tf the Commonwealth
were not granting anything, the State
would have to pay the whole lot. XNo per-
son to-day can live on 13s. a wegk. Take a
man who is 84 years of age. He must have
cortain things in the form of delicacies.

The Colonial Secretary: He should be in
the home when he reaches that age.

Hon. W, . ANGWIN: We all like our
liberty, and many of these old people do
not care about going inte the home.

The Colonial Seeretary: Suppose all the
inmates in the Old Men’s Home took that
view,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN; Many who are
there are receiving pensions, and I will
gnarantee that many of these old people in
the 0ld Men’s Home and even the women
in the Old Women’s Home would not siay
there a week if they could look after
themselves, They only go there at a time
when they need attention, and the conse-
quence is that when they go there they for-
feit their pension to the State. It is only
within the last yvear or two that the State
has been getiing anything at all from the
Commonwealth towards the support of the
inmates in the homes. Some time back,
when these old people went into the homes,
they forfeited their right to the Common-
wealth pension.  The Minister should deal
with these ecases on their merits, Some
of these old people who may be living with
their families may be able to get along,
lwmt when they have no assistance, it is im-
possible for an old couple to pay remnt and
live on the pension of 30s. a week which
hoth would be entitled to. Some have small
places in which to live.

Mr. Davies: What rent would they pay
for them?
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Hon. W. . ANGWIN: Generally 3s. or
6s. a week. I hope the Minister will pive
this matter his attention, Home remarks
have been made te-day on tle subjecr of
the receiving home for infants, Very few
of us really know what the idea of estrb-
lishing a receiving lome really was. It
was cstablished in West Perth but it was
shifted hurriedly. The diffculty in connee-
tion with the vonduet of a receiving lome
iz fo see that it is maintained as a receiv-
ing heme, and that it shall not be allowed
to become an institution, There was a re-
eciving home at Subiaro, which afterwardy
hecame the King Edward Memorial Home.
That place was used for some years, but it
beeame an institution, and there were rarely
less than 200 inmates in it. A receiving
home sheuld only be for the purpose of
taking in 2 neglected child, or a e¢hild that
has no person to look after it. That child
should remain there temporarily, at any
rate only until it is transferred to a foster
mother, er to an institution.

Mr. Griffiths: Tt should only he a elearing
house,

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: That is all a re-
ceiving home is. A receiving home should
he nothing but a receiving home, and we
should take ecarve to see that a large staff is
not built uwp in it. The Marguis-street re-
ceiving home, which was opened Ly the mem-
ber for Pilbara, was never intended as a per-
manent depot for children, but like other in-
stitutions of the Government, onee a certain
line of action is decided om, a variation
quickly comes abont,

The Colonial Secretary:
some infants for a while.

Hon. W. (. ANGWIXN: A few weeks per-
haps, but a receiving home shounld not he-
come 8 permanent home for infanta, Like
other institutions the rereiving home devel-
oped until it accommodated 135 or 20 ¢hildren
when the original intention was that it should
not provide for more than three or four. I
hope that the Minister will see that in the
new huildings that are to he erected they
will be kept entirely as a receiving home,
and that a large staff will not be provided
so that the premises shall not become any-
thing but a receiving heme.

The Minister for Works: Outside pres-ure
sometimes brings that very thing about.

Hon. W. . ANGWIXN: I do not think it
does. At any rate I have mever heard of it
so far as the receiving home is concernmed.
The only outside pressure which is applied
in connection with the receiving home is as
to which institution the children shall be
trangferred, or as to whether they shall go
to a foster-mether. The childrer should
only be kept in such a place for a few days.

The MMinister for Works: Tt is outside
pressure that I am epeaking about.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I thought the
Minister referred to pressure in regard to
the transfer of the children. I do not say
that the site in Marquis-street was the most
suitable, but it was certainiy the most suit-

You must hald
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shle at the time the Luilding was opened.
Clildren were taken there 1o be dealth with
because the other place which was used as a
receiving home was required to be converted
inte the King Edward Memorial Home. On
the subject of immigration, a great change
has come over the question so far as West-
ern Australia is concerned.

Mr. Davies: 8o far as Australia is con-
cerned. . .

Hon. W, (. Angwin: We are dealing
with this State at the present time. We were
told two years ago that we were going to
get 23,000 immigrants a year.

The Colenial Secretary; Who said so.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: The Minister has
ouly to look at the reports.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pan,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Before the tea ad-
jouernment, I was pointing ot that it was
anticipated that we would have some 25,000
immigrants coming to Western Australia. A
committee was appointed just prior to the
Agent General going to England with a view
to drafting an bamigration scheme. De-
tails of that scheme appeared in the ¢‘West
Australian'’ and therein it was anticipated
that the number of immigrants T have men-
tioned would come out. XNow we find from
the Minister’s statement that the steamer
f“Zealandic'' is expected to leave ILonden
this month with acvonunodation .for 1,204
inimigrants, and that of that accommodation,
only sueh as woulll be required for 1,000
has heer uwsed. It appears somewhar differ.
ent from the statements that were made pre-
viously. to the eiffect that we would have a
hig rush of immigration to Western Auss
tralian. I hope the member for York will
take notive of that partieular point.

Mr. Foley: Perbaps it is what the Board
of Trade regard as sufficient for 1,000 only.
That body is not always right.

Hon, W. (", ANGWIN: XNo, the *fZealan-
dic’’ is a good steamer. T have seen her in
port. T regret very much that thie immigra-
tion to Australia is net going to be in the
rumbers aunticipated. Statements bave heen
made here repeatedly regarding the large
number of immigrants we might expect. So
long as things are brisk in England no
doubt people will desire to remain there, and
should a_slump take place, ther will come
out to Western Australia. I do not know
nmuch about the moneved people. The mem-
ber for Reebourne (Mr, Teesdale) has more
information on that point than I have. 1
have been informed that there were a few
applications from people with money who

desired to come out and take up land
Tt is useless for any man to take up
land unless the necessary labour to en-
able him to til the soil effectively is
available. It is essential that there
should be a large uwumber of farm
workers to render that assistance, I

have gone into the matter carefully and I
have come te the conelusion that the total
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number of people desiring to come to West-
ern Australia when the *‘Zealandic’’ leaves
will be about 1,000. When I left England
on 21st May last, the total number of immi-
grants on the books of the Agent General
was 800, including nominated passages, ex-
soldiers, and applications for assisted pas-
sages. It convimced me that we were not
going fo experience amny large inrush of
population such as is necessary for the de-
velopment of this State. I regrvet that sueh
is the case. [ agree with the Premier and
with the Jeader of the Opposition, that it
is necessary to fill up the empty spaces of
Australia, but the applications coming in
are such that [ am convinced it will take a
very long period to make up the losses ex-
perienced during the war. There are many
matters which affeet this question. The Min-
ister spoke very highly of the TUgly Men's
Association, 1 am pleased to see that that
body took steps at the request of the Gov-
ernment to assist in the direetion indicated.
The Premier: They offered thei}' services.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIX: All the assistance
we ean get, no matter from whom it comes,
is necessary, hecanse I have always felt that
one of the greatest blots on our immigration
policy has been the faet that there has been
no one to look after immigrants on their
arrival at Fremantle, One of the prinecipal
factors operating against a large inrush of
immigrants is that the wages are better in
England than in Australian. T am dealing
with the rural workers, and it must be con-
ceded that the rural distriets are the best to
which we ean go to secure immigrants, While
wages are fairly high in the rural districts
it is impossible for the officcrs of the Gov-
ernment to put up good reasons in favour of
immigration te another land. Farm labourers
are not abundant.

The Premier: I do not think they have
ever been abundant.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIX: Ny, but I think
they should be. Mr, Sanderson, M.L.C., took
the same view in an article which he con-
tributedd to the ‘*West Australian.’” There
is more demand for farm labourers in Eng-
lund than the supply is equal to, and farmers
are in the position of not being able to get
a sufficiency of labour., The only persons
we shonld get here are those who can be
tiained as farm labourers, and we must go
to the rural districts to get men who will
settle in the interior of this State, We will
not get them from the towns, for such
people would merely drift back to the towns
to again enjoy the life they have been ae-
customed to. That is not the class of set-
tler this coumtry rtequires. Members are
aware that farm labourers’ wages have been
increased considerably during the past year
ov two in England. The last quotation I saw
showed that farm labourers’ wages had been
fixed by the distriet council in Cornwall af
£2 25, per week of 48 hours.

The Colonial Secretary: And keep?
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Hon, W. €, ANGWIX: I will explain the
keep aspect presently. For work extending
over 43 hours, they had to be paid extra
wages, and they had to be paid for work on
Sundays at the rate of 1s. 313d, per hour in
addition to the weckly wages. The Minister
asks about keep, The keep that they receive
there i3 not to be regarded in the same light
as w¢ view it here. A farm labourer in
England has a house proviled for him. He
keeps a pig or two and has a eertain area
for a garden. A large number can almost
maintain themselves from the produets of the
areas they have heen given.

The Premier: They pay for that.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIX: Tn addition to the
wages and these other things, they have
milk, ete., provided for them. There has
been no alteration, so far as I can gather, in
these conditions, apart from the wages and
hours of labour. In 1931, for the same class
of work, the farm labourer got from 12s. 6.
to 15s. per week., The difference hetween
the old rates and those obtaining now will
be obrigus to hon. members,

Mr. Harrison: What about the cost of
wearing apparel?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIX: The cost in West-
ern Australia and in England is approxi-
mately the same so far as outer garments ave
concerned. I do not want to touch on that
aspect at present, but I might mention that
steps were taken in London which may have
the effect of making clothes considerably
cheaper there than in Western Australia.

Mr, Harrison: Which means that we can
look forward to cheaper elothes here.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: T hope so. With
all these conditions obtaining, it will be
agreed that immigration officers will find
considerable difficulty in promoting immi-
gration from those districts to Western Aus-
tralia, particularly when the minimum wage
is less here than there.

Mr. Harrison: But it is not less is it?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, the fignres
show that the minimum is as low as 30s. per
week and in some instanees even less. The
highest wage, T wnoticed, was 735, amd keep,
amd there was only one engaged at that rate.
The rates vary down to 10s. and 12s. per
week, Woe hear a lot regarding the eost of
living and the price of commodities, but
from what ! covld see living is dearer liere
than it is there. Bread, sugar, and meat are
dearer, althovgh possibly in the roral dis-
tricts they arc cheaper.

AMr. Davies: What about hutter?

Hen, W, C, ANGWIXN: Butter was
25. 6d. a pound retail when I was in
Cornwall and there was no shortage. At the
same time T must confess that T never =aw any
butter in London at all; it was rationed there.
‘When we consider the conditions in the_rural
districts of England, we must realise that we
ghall have some difficulty in getting rural
workers, For farm work that was being done
for 15s. a week previously 9s. 2 day is now
being refused. This shows that a consider-
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able improvement has taken place in Eng-
land on what obtained previously.,  Miners
are in a similar position. Several men nvked
me if they would not be fools to go te Kal-
goorlie and work for 13, 41. a lay,
becanse they were receiving 10s. a day
anil had their homes and were among
their own  people.  They knew as much
about Ealgoorlie ns I did except that they
had not been there. They jpointed out that
they could do better in America where they
vould get £1 a day.

My, Munsie: They would be Jueky if they
got more than 123, Gil. a day in Kalgoorlie.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: T saw fair sized
mackerel +old at 14. each, and no man would
have eaten more than half of one at a meal

Mr. Harrison: Yas that during your re-
vent trip!

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: Yos, it was the
scason for these fish. Many other com-
modities were hwuch cheaper there than they
are here. I have nothing to say with regard
to the town workers. In the large towns
commodities were rather expensive. T am
dealing with the rural districts, for it is to
those districts that we must Jook to get ~uit-
able  immigrants for Australia, mven who
will work in the country instead of flocrking
to the towns. [t things slump in England
there may be a chance to get a fair
number of general labourers from the towns,
but while they might come here with the
intention of settlivg on the land thev would
probably drift to the ecities a» before. Some
of these men might make good farm labourers
if they could he kept on the farms, but if not
they would be of very little use to Western
Australia.

Mr. Munsie:
rablit proef fence to keep
farms,

Hon. W, (", ANGWIN: T regret that the
position is such, hecvause after the reports I
had read in the Press T thought there wonld
bhe a possibility of getting a large influx of
people.  The statement made hy the Min-
ister, Dbowever, proves conclusively that wa
camnot hope for this. Another factor which
affects immigration, partienlarly, is the cost of
steamship fares. In pre-war days a person
eonld come to Western Australia for £17. To-
day & similar berth costs €40, This is the
point of view from which possible  emi-
mrants regard the position. They realise that
they would be travelling a long disfance and
that if Australia did not apree with them,
it would vost a lot of money to return to
Eungland. The shipping rates are almost a
har against taking o passage to Alustralia nt
the present time. The Premier is hoping
that under arrangements with the (Commou-
wealth, the latter will undertake the whole
of the vost of shipping, This might improve-
matters somewhat for the trip out, but there
has been no alteration in the assistance given
hy the State Government in the matter of
fares, compared with what was given prior
to the war. The immigrant in pre-war days
paid £6 towards a fare which cost £16. Te-

It would toke more than a
themw on the
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day the immigrant has to pay the whole of
the halance in addition to the assistance ren-
dered previourly, T understand that there are
many girls who desire to emigrate to Aus-
tralia, but the fares are prolibitive; it is
impossible for them to raise the necessary
money to come out. This is one of the mat-
ters which the (iovernment should consider
at a very early date.

Mr, Davies: Ex-service men’s fares are
pait by the British Government.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: T do not wish to
say much about that question. Perhaps the
less T say, the hetter.

Hon. P. Collier:
here with £500 cach.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIXN: (anada is getting
the bulk of the ex-serviee men. Canada is
nearer to England than is Australia, the fares
are much lower and the Canadian office is
very close to the Colonial office, The British
Government, too, is mot anxious that their
able-bodied men should leave Britain. They
realise that the nation lost several hundred
thousand of their best workers during the

They were going to come

war, The huilding trade in Eogland is
200,00 men  short, When we realise
that England desires to huild up her

indu-tries in order to supply the markets
of the world which she held hefore the war,
we can understand that she is anXious to re-
tain her able-bodied men. T noticed by the
Press the pther day that 200 echildren are
coming out. T conclwde that they are children
whose fathers were killed in the war. Some
arrangement was made eight or nine months
ago to bring out 200 ehildren, but when [ was
iz England I was informed that it was al-
most impossible to get the required number.
These children are receiving pensions and wo
doubt thex will have cvery opportunity to
become good citizens, The position as re-
gards immigration, in my opinion, is very
black indeed. Our only hope is that a slump
will come to the Old Country whereby it will
be necessary to get rid of a large number of
people. "I helieve that there were 1,000 men
with money who made application to come
here, but T am dealing with those workers
who would require assistance to develop their
holdings. T have a complaint against the
Minister with regard to the Claremont asy.
lum, Some time ago T directeil the Minis-
ter’s attention to the fact that an assistant
at the asylum, after having been employed for
five years, had been dismissed. During the
war no person was appointed permanently,
Tt was considered that any appointee shonld
be taken on temporarily in order fhat the
pnsitions might be reserved for returned «ol-
diers. This man was dismissed and his case
was 10 be heard before the appeal hoard ex-
actly as if he were a permanent employee.
The Minister sail he did not see why the ap-
peal board should not deal with the case, and
he gave me to understand that the case wonld
be so dealt with. On Saturday I saw a
letter which came from the Minister’s oftice
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which stated that he did not intend to inter-
fere and that he would net grant an appeal.

The Colonial Secretary: Tle was a tem-
porary  officer.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: Yes, for five years,

The (olonigl Seeretary: I did not know
that at the time.

Hon. W, (. ANGWIN: I told the man
flat the Minister had agreed to an appeal
apd now the Minister has refused to permit
it. This man is named Branron and there
is another man namoed Gallagher, whose case
was aitnilar, though he was not employed
so long. If a man is willing to have
his case heard by the appeai board, there is
no reason why it should not e so dealt with.
I liope the Minister will reconsider the mat-
ter and allow the appeal to go to the board,
especially in view of the conditions which
have prevailed during the last five or six
vears. In both instances the men were dis-
missed. I have a good deal of sympathy for
the Minister controlling this department. Tt
is not the hest departwient, hecause it pro-
duces no revenue, though it is an interesting
department on aceount of the different
ciasses of work dealt with, The Minister
must be at the Treasurer at almost every
turning. I realise his difficulties, especially
in the way of satisfying Parliament that the
votes have been properly expended and the
amounts well scrotinised. If there is one
office under the Government that needs the
assistance and sympathy of DParliament more
so than auy other, it is that of the Colonial
Secretary. T hope members will give all the
assistance poszible and sce that the many
diffienlt tasks to be performed in the aHevi-
ating of sickness and distress are earried out
to the satisfaction of the State.

Me. TEESDALE  (Roebourne) [7.37]:
After the remarks of the member for North-
Fast Fremantle (Hon, W. C. Angwin) there
i3 little that ean be said on the question of
tmmigration with which T had proposed to
deal rather fully had not the hon, member
anticipated me. [ can confirm a good deal
of what the hon. member has said with re.
gard to the supply of agricultural labourers.
T too, am afraid that we shall experience
great difficulty in getting the number which
at one time was considered probable. I
quite agree that at present the position of
the farm labourer in the Ol& Country is
equal, if not a little superior, to that of
the farm tabourer in Australia. Farm la-
bonrers in Fogland enjoy numbers of per-
auisites which represent a considerable addi-
tion te their wages. In the distriet from
which I come, outside the wages of which
the hon. member spoke, the farmer feeds a
pig with his own pigs at no expense to the
labourer. The latter has the advantage of
having all the skim milk which he requires,
and that skim milk is a little superior to the
average new milk obtainable in Perth at the
present time. He bas a rood of potatoes
planted by the farmer for him. All the fruit
that falls in the orchard—it might be called
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specked froit—or as much of it as he re-
quires, he may have, and I have seen apples
which bave fallen on the soft meadew land
equal to anything in Australia, not broken,
discoloured, or worm-eaten. It is an item to
be considered that he can have for his child-
ren as much fruit ag he likes to carry from
the orchard. Al these considerations tend
to increase his wages, for they would repre-
fent a considerable sum if he had to purchase
them.

Hon. P. Collier: What is the fare to the
Old Country? We shall be emigrating.

1lon. 7. Walker: Either that or bananas.

Mr, TEESDALE: I ean vouch for this;
it is the practice in my district.

Mr. O'Loghlen: TWhich district?

Mr.

TEESDALE: These men, too, are
being housed better than hefore,  Their

dwellings are mueh superior to what they
were when 1 was a boy. All these things
must be considered. JIn South Australia T
have seen 22 men sleeping in as many thrash-
ing machines with their legs hanging out of
the ends.

Mr. O'Loghlen: With a rooster roosting on
their tocs, .

Mr. TEESDALE: The iion. member is
quite right in drawing attention to the rela-
tive position of the labourer in Australia
and the labourer in England. I question if
there is much differenee hetween them.

Mr. Harrison: To what part of England
do you refer?

Mr, TEESDALLE: To Lincolnshire. The
question of immigration iz oceupring the
attention of various people in the Old Coun-
try who are interested in settlement schemes.
This Government should he very careful,
when our imwigrants arrive here, to see
that they are properly looked after. It is
not a question.of rushing in the numbers so
much as it is of seeing tbat the people are
properly settled when they come here. There
are many newspapers in  the Old Country
ready to attack any State that fails to earry
out its immigration poliey in a proper man-
ner. T have seen some scurrilous attacks on
n certain Australian State in connection with
a few ecases that apparently turned out un-
successfully.

Ay, O'Loghlen: To
refer?

AMr. TEFSDALE: To Queensland.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You get attacks in your
own loeal papers,

Mr. TEESDALE: T did not mention the
State until T was asked to do so.

Mr, O'Loghlen: They should not be proud
of their attacks, either.

Mr, TEESDALE: We must see that there
are no attacks upon our own State, and that
if there are any they are not justified.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The ““West Australian?’
attacked the Queensland Governmeunt for
theiv deficit, when we have a defieit twice as
hig as theirs.

AMr. TEESDALE: During the last 12
months the prospects in Western Australia
lave been discussed more favourably than

what State de you
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these of any other State of Australia. We
must maintain the good standing we have
in the Old Country. We want more immi-
grants and must de what we can to get as
many as possible.

Mr, O’Loghlen:
more than we are.

Mr. TEESDALE: It is to De hopedl the
Queensland  immigrant will be satisfied
with the treatment he regeives.

Mr., O'Loghlen: He will

Mr. TEESPALE: I trust that immigrants
will he properly treated everywhere.

Mr, O'Loghlen: You were in Queens-
land, and know that the position was not
as it was represented to be.

My, TEESDALE: Quite so. The Govern-
ment must do all they can to suitably re-
ceive these immigrants on arrival, Every-
thing depends on the firsr impressions off
these men and women. At times they are
allowed to get adrift, cspecially those who
are not nominated and not taken in hand
by relatives, Prohably this is where the
fronble often startx. They are sore and em-
bittered by their first two or three duys in
the State, amdl write to some of the news-
papers in the (1d Country that are only
tov glad to misrepresent the position in
Western Australia,

Hon., W, . Angwin: Tt is almost impus-
sible to stop them from gmoing adrift, try
as vou will.

Mr. TEESDALE: I am sure the Govern-
ment will do all they can to sce that they
are properly taken care of and settled as
quickly na possible. The statement made
by the menmber for South Fremantle (MMr.
Rocke) was hardly ecorrect when he spoke
abont 400 immigrants heing taken in hand
by the Tgly Men’'s Asociation.

Mr. Rocke: I said my figures were not
rorrect,

AMr. TEESDALE: T appreciate the work
of that organisation, but we must not allow
our department to bhe refleeted npon.  We
are obliged to that associntion for the in-
terest they have taken, but we do not de-
sire that interest to Dhe prejulicial to the
work of the department. The hon. member
suggested that the department shownld look
to them for puidance, That would be a
rreat wistake, and show a want of confi-
dence in our own powers. TUp to the pre-
sent we have been fairly suecessful in our
treatment of immigrants, and I see no rea-
son why we should not continue to be so.
Tt is to be hoped that those who are com-
ing out Dy the ‘'Zealandie’’ will be
quickly ahsorbed. Tf these people are pro-
perly handled they may- induee others to
trv their fortunes also in Western Austra-
lia, We need have no hesitation in offering
every inducement to immigrants to come
here. In our lands we have a wonderful
asset, and we have a Premier who is de-
termined to do all he ean to settle these
lands. Great interest is heing taken in the
other States of the Commonwealth in land
settlement in Western Australia. We have

Queensland s getting
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had several illusirations lately of a very
encouraging unature, which indicate that
Western Australia is at last coming into
her own., There is the settlement scheme
at Kendenup, abont which I may have some-
thing to say at a later stage. We have an-
other large institution ealled the Austra-
Han TFarms, Ltd., which proposes to trans-
fer its opcrations to this State in a few
maonths’ time, At a meeting held the other
day many Western Australian  merchants
showed their confidence in this State by
practically puarantecing £10,000 in connee-
tion with this company. If the company
does transfer its operations here it will
purchase land outright and pay cash for it
No assistance from the Government will be
required.  Umly  experienced men  will be
settled vpon the farms.  That is an excel-
lent idea, as it will reduce the possibility
of failures. The company has a very pgood
reputation in Vietoria inasmuch as it ha's
accomplished things. There are three set-
tlements in that State npon which the set-
tlers have practieally pnid off all their in-
dehtedness.  Tn two  instances there are
areas which sapport 73 people to-day, bhut
eight years ago there were shecp rTunning
on them and there was mot a person living
there. We should he glad to have people of
that class in this State to help uvs in sst-
fling our land. We shall not he jealous he-
rause these people ecome from Vietoria.
They will bring Victorian meney to this
State and everrone will henefit. T am sorry
the Federal Government are about to take
over, to a great extent, our immigration
selieme. I do not look for any benefits
from that crowd., YWe ought to be very
jealous of owr immigration secheme. Very
little consideration will be shown to this
State when the slip panels are dropped anid
the stream of immixrants is let loose.

Hon. P. Collier: Tt was the Premier who
moved for consent to he piven to this ar-
rangement, and the Minister for dines who
seconded it.

Mr. TEESDALE: T should have theught
the Premier would have heen more eareful
in safeguarding the powers that we have
left to us, than to have given awayx any-
thine more to the Feleral Government.
The Commonweaith have power to seleet
these immigrants in London and to this 1
take great exception.  We ought to be able
to select our own people, Thay are simply
gathered up by thousands and apportioned
in blocks to the different States,

The Premier: Oh, no!

Mr. TEESDALE: Under the present sys-
tem we have an official at our London
agency who gives a good deal of attention
to the cross-examination of the various
applicants. Too much time is lost through
our not having sufficient officials there to
interview these people. Tt may be that this
is responsible for their only being 800 appli-
cants on the books at the present time.
There is only one officia} there now who can
answer the ordinary inquiries about Western
Australia. That is not right. If we are to
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absorh a large numler of people we <honid
have more offivials in London to sleal with
them, I bhave seen too much delay in the
Lonidon office. [ did not ask the ollivials
for this information, Lut obtained it for
myself. I put in n goed deal eof time
at the front couuter of that ageney. That
is the place where one sees the applicant
urrive, hears how he is approached in the
first instance, and hears the questions he
asks and the answers that are given.
It egives one a good idea of the posi-
tion te put in 2 few weeks at  the
Londen agency  The olfivers there =houldl
have more knowledge of this State than they
have, partienlarly thore whe deal divectly
with  inmmigrants, My, Tavlor, svho was
sent home lately, las too much of lis
time takem up in answering questions. The
whole ot his time shoull be devoted fo mak-
ing the necessary inquiries to insure the -ne-
cessful taking over of the immigrant in
Western Australia.  Too much time is Iost
in detnil.  The Government would he well
advised to give My, Tavlor additional Lelp.
I am sure the result of that would be satis-
tactory. The officers at our agency are not
properly pail.  Their present salaries ave not
suflicient tor them to live in a decent nan-
ner amfl maintain that appearance whivh is
necessary  for such offictals.  The cost in
Fngland now of ordinary foodstuffs, and
partienlarly wmeat, lread, tea, and sugar, is
very high indved. Ouvr ageney is paying its
employees Jower rates than any other ageney
in Lomlon, and that is not a good advertise-
ment for the State. [ have heard the matter
disenssed in publie: and that, T think, i~ a
very bail thing for Western Austratia, ¥ am
given to wmnderstand, indeed, that just after
the war hroke out various officers in our
London agency had their salaries rveducerl,
To my surprise T have Jearned that their
salaries lhiave mot bheen increased sinee the
Armistiee, whilst all other officers in similar
positions have had their salavies raised. !
trust that if there is anv vote from which
these  officers ean obtain 4 jnerease. the
Minister will take the matter into considera-
tion and give them fair treatment. At tinves
the window display at our London Ageney is
a disgrace to the State—handfuls of parched
up wheat, eracked and Dlistered pieces of
timber, stuffed turkevs and other extraoenlin-
ary illustrations of our produets

The CHATRMAXN: That matter had bot-
ter be discussed under the Premier's Depart-
mcnt vote. The TPremier controls the London
Agenes.

Mr. TEERDATLE: The exbibit in guestion
is one of the disndvantages of our humigra-
tion office in London. That office is not 2
show place. Tt looks rather like a hird.
stuffer’s shop. T myself saw in the window
a turtle from Port Darwin, which is not
part  of Western Australia, Certainly
the window display is not in any way
calenlatedd to be an  advertisement for
our immigration office. Opposite  our
agency there is the window display of
another State—a windaw well filled with
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guoid exhibits, whieh are changed monthly.
Evidentily the London Ageney of that State
is well organised, or else its merchants and
producers take more interest in their ageney
than do the merchants and producers of this
Stute in the London Agency of Western Ans.
tealia.  Our display is indeed a shabhy one,
I do not think the fault lies with the Agent
]Gem-ral, who does his best with the material
he has.

+ Hou, P, Collier: But surely if the Agent
General were to make a request to the CGov.
ernment for a periodic change of exhibits,
they wonld ecomply with that request.

Mr. TEESDALE: The timber exhibit is
a reflection on the State. The pieces of tim-
ber shown are eracked and discoloured, and
compare very badly with those in the Queens-
lund window on the opposite side of the
stieet. It has been suggested by a gentle-
man in another place that our Agent General
should come to Western Australin in order
to have his memory refreshed regarding the
wonderful possibilities of this State. I take
strony exception to holidaxs on the part of
the Agent General, We should have among
our officinis men competent to kecp him in
touch with the new developments here since
his departure. I would take strong excep-
tio: to any expense incurred in hringing the
Agoent tieneral to Western Australia in order
to muke himself eonversant with what a mem-
her in another place termed new develop-
ments in Western Australin. We can keep
iim in touch with them without hringing
him here. I would rather see any super-
fluotis maney available for that purpose dis-
tributed  proportionately amongst the om-
ployecs of the agency. In regard to passage
rates T entirely agree with the member for
North-East Yremantle (Hon. W. (. An-
gwinr. The rates now are simply appalling
for cven second and third rate accommoda-
tion. T had the opportunity of diserssing
the matter with a recent arrival here, 2 man
who worked hard for rears in England in
order to pet sufficient to pav the fares of
his family to Western Australia. The family
are six in number, and it cost him £3135 te
land them here. Even if such a man lands
here without a shilling, he is a valuable
acquisition to the State, hecause he has
shown sufficient eonfidence in Western Auvs-
tralin to expend praetieally every pound he
had in ovder to come here. TLet me add that
in the oll counntry £313 represents a small
fortune to a working man. The man T refer
to ix the sort of man who should bhe Liorne
in mind by the Government, and the Govern-
ment should give him every possible nssist-
ane-. T am pleased to sce so many nemin-
ated vassengers coming out. With recard tn
the immigration office in Perth, T find it
very satisfaetory to do business with them.
Reawonahble requests for information are met
immediately, and the offiee show great ex-
peidirion in dealing with nominafed eases,
with sueeess, we
skall Fave considerable additions to our pom-
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inteid passongers. To obtain additioual popu-
lation in that way is highly satisfactory, be-
cause iumigrants who send for their friends
must bave been treated fairly by the Gov-
ernment and must have done well here. I
trust the Minister will not lose sight of the
matter of additional payinent to our officials
in London, becavse I consider the present
rates a reflection oun the State, especially
whon ather States are paying higher rates
than those ruling at our London Apgency.

Mr, ANGELO (Gascoyne) [8.23): T have
a few worls to -ay on the subject of Fish-
eries, T would not have apoken had not the
Minister volunteered the information that the
Government are looking out for a steamer
to  rveplace the ““Penguin,”* which was
wrecked some time®ago on the South eoast.
Last session when the Minister told us the
“*Penguin'' was to be fitted ont us a traw-
ler, T entered a protest, because T did not
consider it necessary to go prospecting for
fish. The proposal reminded me of the case
of a miner who had a gool zoldmine to
work on, hut instend of heing satisfied to von-
tinue to develop that mine went out to look
for something else.  In Shark Bay we have
one of the greatest fishing assets of the (‘om-
monwealth.  Just before the war a Nor-
weginn company who were whaling in the
North-West sent for onc of their fishing ex-
perts from Norway to rveport on the possi-
Lilities of extending the fishing operations
on the North-West coast.  That experts ve-
port was that in Shark Bay there was enongh
fisi tn supply the whole of Australin. The
Norwegian company intewded to  ask  the
Rtate Government for a roncession to fish in
Shark Bay. However, the war came along,
and nothing was done, Fvery member of this
Committee wiil agree that one of the chief
reruirements of the metropolitan area is cheap
fish. Some definite scheme shoulid be put for-
ward by the Government, not te catch fish,
but to provile means of convevance to the
wetropolitan market.  The money which the
Government propose to expend on a hoat
to proxpert for néw fishing prounds would,
if put into a vessel to carry fish after they
had been eaught to the metropolitan mar-
ket, o far more good for the State. Fur-
ther, in eonnection with a prospeeting vessel,
the expenditure woulil he all outiay, whereas
a2 vessel to hring fish to market should he
self-supporting.  Hon. members may think
that Shark Bay is only a small sheet of water.
Tt is alont 90 miles long by about 40 miles
hroad: but there are numercus promontories
ranning out from fthe shore, anid the brach
of Shark Bax would represent about 300
miles of fishing pronnd.  Within a radins
of 30 miles from the port, therefore, there
would he 300 miles of fishing beach. Tf the
Government wontd onlv supply the means of
getting the fish to market, numbers of fisher-
men wonld make Shark Bay their  head-
quarters. We know that the Lahour Gov-
ernment instituted a scheme for supplring
vheap fi<k. However, they went ton far. They
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tried not only to hring the fish down, lnt
also to eateh it.  There is no necessity for
the Government to cateh fish. The fishing
woulil be done by private enterprise if the
Government would provide a suitable vesgel
for quick transport of the fish to the metro
pelitap market. ‘I was pleased to hear from
the Minister that the few soldiers engaged in
the eanning industry in the North are doing
nell.  However, we do not want canned fish
here if we ean get fresh fish. I wish the
sokliers every success, and T am sure they
will always have a big market for their
tinned fish; but what we want in the southern
portion of the State is fresh fish. The Min-
ister <aid this afternoon that the North-West
Meat Company operating at Carnarvon intend
to tackle the fishing industry in Shark Bay.
What the company hope to do, however, is not
to can the fish they catch, but to send them
to the metropolitan market in a frozen or
chilled condition. It will he fime enough
when Shark Bay is fished out—which can-
not possibly happen during the lifetime of
any of the members prevent—to go prospect-
ing. In the meantime [ trust the Minister
will reconsider the idea of vonverting this
new hoat inte a trawler and will, instead,
fit her out for expeditiouslv bringing fish to
the metropolitan market,

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) ([8.30]: 1
find therc are no reports on the Table deal-
ing with- the question of immigration, not-
withstanding that it is the most important
subjert eonfronting the State to-day, We
have been told Ly the members for North-
East Fremantle (Hon, W. €. Angwin) and
for Roebourne (Mr. Teesdale) that the
prospeets of securing  immigrants  frone
Fugland are very remote, if only far the
reason that in England the workers are
heing paid higher wages than they would
reretve in Western Australia, and that the
avennes of employment are wide and
numerons,  Stil), there is one opening hy
which we van obtain immigrants of the
hest deseription, namely, by a. child immi-
wration policy. This poliey has been fre-
quently announced in the House and, 1
think, is favourably viewed hy all members
of the Country party. We know that Mr.
Faithyvidge went home to England in con-
nection with this poliey.

Hon, 1. Onollier: Went to England, not
homs.  This is home.

Afr. PICKERTNG: But many people who
arc Australian hy birth speak of England
as home, Mowever, T hope the Colenial
Secretary, when replving to the debate, will
give ta some definite statement as to the
attitnde of the Government towards child
immigration. 1 understand that Mr. Fair-
bridge was assisted by the Government in
his mission to England., He was appointed
an immigration officer. We have not had
any report as to the result of Mr. Fair-
bridge’s efforts, but we kuow that he was
very suecessful in England.

Bon. P. Collier: What was the result?

L )

Mr. PICKERING: He sccured pruisizes
of hetween £25,000 and £30,000 to u-sist
him in his project.

Hon. P. Collier: He secured promisex on
a previous ocvcasion, but they never materi-
alised.

My, PICKERIXG: These promises are
comditional on the favourable attitnde ot
the Government of Western Australia to-
wards the preposal. T am anxious to find
out what that attifude may be.  In tiew

. uf the statentents made by the members for

North-East Fremantle and for Rovbourue,
there is no greater avenuve of jmmigrarion
which this State ean exploit than that en-
teted upon by Me, Fairbridge. Tt is a large
sum promised by the people of England to
assist this State to get population, The
child immigrant is the best we can lave
He comea here withont prejudice, he takes
up his Australian life as a c¢hild, lie is edu-
cated in onr schools, and he is hrenght up
in the environment hest fitted to develop
him into that wmost useful of citizens, the
man on the land.

My, Rocke: Would it not be Dbetter to
care for our own children first?

Mr, PICKERING: When we find there
are nat suflicient of ovwr own children to
take up this work, why oppose the inivo-
duction of Ffurther children from tireat
Britain!

Hon. W. C. Angwin: No one hnt vou is
opposing it.

Mr. PICKERING: T am not oppesing it.
T am in favour of Mr, Fairbridge’s achemw,

Hon. P. Collier: A scheme with €25,000
hehind it does not require much assistanee.

Mr. PICKERTXG: But it does. The pre-
sent  property occupied by the Fairbridge
farm school is not suited to its purpose, Mr,
Fairbridge has to secure o new property
hotter fitted for the eduvcation of children
destined to go on the land. This will in-
volve considerable ouflay. The buildings
will iave to e removed from their pre<ent
pesition and established on the new farm.

Mr, Foley: The Government have to finid
the money, and Mr. Fairbridge will da the

joh.
Me, TTORERTNG:  Well, what is the
matter with that? He is perfectly rompe-

tent to do the joh.
Mr. Foley: He has not proved if yet.
Mr. PICOKERING: Tndeed he has praved

it.  Mr. Fairbridge has demounstrated his
ahilitv to adequately train boys at  the
airbridge farm school. FEvery boy from

that <chool has turned out satisfarto-ily,
evervone of those hoys has gone on  the
land. The trend of population these Javs
is from the Jand. One has but to lank at
the figures supplied hy Mr. Knibhs to cee
that this trend is something appalling. Tt
is quite impossible to induce our own penple
to take that serious interest in the develop-
ment of Awustralia which is essential to its
proper progress. Mr. Knibbhs’ figures show
that the population of Sydney is 921,700,
of Melhourne 710,000, of Brisbane 154,000,



1218

of Adelaide 250,101, of Perth 142,006, and
of Hobart 45,000, making a total of nearly
214 millions resident in capital cities, ont of
a toial population of less than five millions.
This trend of population to the cities,
which iz being hastened by our poliry of
protection, presents a most fateful outlook
for Australia generally. Fortunately West-
ern JAustralia is in a Dbetter position than
the other States, in proportion to popula-
tion,

Mr. Johnston: Nothing of the sort. She -
is in the worst position of all.
Mr. PICKERING: T thought it way

otherwise. I regret it if T nm wrong In
that respect. Clearly, it is of the utmost
diffieulty to get our own people to take up
those avenues of cmployment whieh will
lead to the most fruitful development of
the Rtate, and in view of this every en-
couragement should he given by the Gov-
ermitient to this policy of child immigration.
The verv considerable sum to he furnished
by the people of England will be spent in
the provision of a home ftor the ehild immi-
grants and the furnishing of the necessary
ivstractors. Tt is, therefore, essentin! to
ihiv movement thal a substantial sum should
be wiven hv the Govermment of Western
Anstralia by way of subsidy te keep this
lieme going. T hope the Colunial Secretary
will e able lo announce to-night that rhe
Govermanernt sre favourablv  viewing  this
amestion of ehild immigration, and will he
in a pesitien 9 tell the Committee to it

extent it is proposed to assist Me. Tair-
AT
[My. Foley took the Chair.]
Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [35.40): I

wish to draw attention to one or two pnints
in the introductory remarks of the Minister
in rharge of the department. Tt is not very
leng since we had a great display of zeal on
the part of a former Attorney General, when
e introduced a measure for reforming our
gaol system. T uvnderstood that the Minister
now in eharge of the department was in
svmpathy with that schewme, and that some-
thing had been done to initiate reform on
up-to-date lines in our own institutions. T
remember predieting that we should have a
prerfect fiasco in the eommittce suggested hy
the ex-Attorney General, the member for
Canning (Mr. Robinson), No words that I
have spoken in this Chamber have come more
true. There is a complete failure in the com.
mittee that was appointed, as I predicted
must happen from the nature of the case. As
a matter of fact, T question now if we have
a committee at all. Mr. Hann, who was ap-
pointed chairman, has resigned. We have
not heard one word of that from the Colonial
Rerretary.

The Colonial Sceretarv: It i3 news to me.
T have no official intimation of it.

Hon, T. WALEER: That is one of the
roiuts I have to complain of. T do not like
to appear to have any rancour against the
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Minister, but it does seem to me that his
officers run the department unkuown to him.

The Colonial Secretary: Nothing of the
kind.

‘Hon, T. WALKER: Why nothing of the
kind? TIs it not a faet that Mr. Hann has -
resigned ?

The Colenial Secretary: I have had no in-
timation of it.

Hon. T. WALKER: Will you deny that
lie has resigned?

The Colonial Secretary: I have had no in-
formation in regard to it.

Hon, T, WALKER: Will you deny it?

The Colonial Secretary: Yes; so far as T
know, he has not resigned?

Hon, T, WALKER: 8o far as you know!

The Minister for Works: What more could
he say?

Hon, T. WALKER: If he is romming his
department as it ought to be run, he must
be in a position to know.

The Premier: He is, and the lon, member
is not,

Hou. T. WALKER: Ile is not, and I am.

The Minister for Works: That is only an
assertion.

The . Premier: The resignation eannot he
accepted without the JMinister’s approval.

ITon. T. WALKER: Has it becn pre-
sented?

The Premier: e says not.

Hon. T. WALKER: But that is the point:
I want to know, It is not the first time that
news has been Lrought to the hon. member,
even in this Chamber. That is what I am
objecting to. I say distinctly, from all the
records that we have of the history of these
institutions, the Minister has not had an
originating or initiating quality of control
over his department.

The Premier: That is unfair,

-Hon, T. WALKER: I do not wish to be
ur fair.

The Colonial Secretary: You should be the
last to critivise anyone in this House, Any-
hew, T do not expect anything fair from you.

Hou, T. WALKER: I have always en-
fleavoured fo be fair, even to the hon. mem-
ber,  Mere interjections of that kind do not
answer the eriticism I am bringing forward.

The Colonial Secretary: You are not fair
in the statements you are making now.

Hon. T. WALKER: I am. I say the com-
mittee appointed has been a failure. I say
the chairman has sent in his resignation. I
say there is no chairman acting, I say there
has heen no effort. since the hou. member
has been in power, to put that committee
upon a warkable footing or to put it in the
way of being anything more than a useless
and almost an injurious ornament to the man-
ngement of a great department. I nay ap-
pear to be irritating, but that is the only
way in which we can get any notice taken
of what is going on. It is easy encugh to go
on fattering Ministers and making them be-
lieve that all is well; we can go on till we
suffer to the last stage of dry rot in that
war. But that is not the way to go
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ahead and get work <lone. There s
another  point. It shows the quality of
the discerning mind of the hon. member
when he tells us that they have es-
tablished a reformatorv at  Rottnest.
At Rottnest of all places, to fit them to
mingle with the world, te fit them to face
the battles of life when their sentences are
over, to fit them onee more to rchabilitate
themselves in citizenship and to clothe them
afresh!

Mr. Teesdale: Where could you have nicer
surroundings?

Hon. T. WALKER: In an almost isolated
isiand? Is that the way to fit a man to face
the temptations of life? Bring up your
children in a glass eage and no matter what
the scenery they may look upon:

AMr. Teesdale: You would not have them
in a tent?

Hon. T. WALKER: There is an enclosure
at Rottnest, and there they ought to be
tutored, trained, and disciplined to come
into contact with their Pellow citizens and to
take their part in life’s strugpic for exist-
ence, What to learn, what to do, and how
to fit them for life’s battle; how to get
them into a new frame of mind and to give
them confidence that they may wage life's
battle with some faint prospect of success.
T'hat is what we should do. How ecan we
train them there? Tt is only a barracks, a
bigger barracks, it is true, but even then,
having none of the realities of the actual
life worth having, nonc of that toueh that
iz necessary_to fit a man te go abroad and
carn his living, and whilst this so-called re-
formatory is going on, in another depart-
ment under the same Minister with every pos-
sible zeal they are pushing ahead Rottnest
as a tourist resort, a fashionable sort of sea-
side island. And that is where they want to
fit men to compete with their fellow citizens
to earn a crust when their sentences are
over! When this matter was considered in
this Chamber some time ago we had elabor-
ate speeches on the subject of labour colonies
on the mainland where we could imitate the
example of Onfario and. other parts of Amer-
ica. But what has been done? How has the
spirit of the Act been carried owt? Not a
step bas been taken, not one item of a pro-
gressive programme has been carried out.
There are any number of examples going on
in the world that might be followed—XNor-
way, Sweden, in Belginm before the war,
and even in Germany before the war,

Mr. Underwood: And in Tarkey, too.

Hon. T. WALKER: I would not wonder,
but T am not familiar with prison reform in
Turkey. Certainly in Japan there have been
prizon rcforms. Japan in that respect could
show Western Australin a most enlighten-
ing lesson if we cared to Jook for a lesson
from that country. But we need not go so
far. The memher for Roebourne {(Mr. Tees-
dale) has just ecome back from Englaed,
where experiments are carried out in re-
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formatory treatment in Borstal where
priseners are taught not only the benefits of
industry, a healthy industry on artisan lines
in some e¢ases. The hon, member also
learned of the cfforts to place these men in
soeicty, that is to say, in the indostrial
classes where they may have a chance to
carn a living after the term of probation
is over. What is being done here! ‘What
is being accomplished? Nothing but what
was done before the Minister came into office.
The placing of better class prisoners at Rott-
nest Island, to give them a chance to im-
prove, was carried on long before the Wation-
alist Government ecame into oflice. The
scheme which was propounded is inadequate;
it does mothing. What is the consequence?
It iz just the same in connection with the
lunatic asylum where the cost of looking
after the mentally defeetive is increasing
year after year out of all proportion to the
population. We arc getting the mentally de-
fective under our gaol system, the costs are
flying up and we are not restoring any to
citizenship; we are making a mill, a factory
for the perpetuntion of so called gaol birds.
Although [ may apprvar to be harsh on the
Minister it is because I want to be just to
my fellow men. I want to see that they get
justice and [ want to see that we are not
hehind those nations T have mentioned in the
spirit of reform that they have developed.
Personally the Minister is a decent gentle-
man and I respeet him, but in his eapacity
a3 Colonial Secretary T submit he i not ful-
filling the duty that is demanded of him,
that duéy that ought to be nccomplished.
0Of course, the Goverument share in the
blame. They are not stirred, but they can-
not afford to neglect this domestic part of
government; they cannot afford to close their
eyes to the by-products as it were of socicty
as it exists. They must seck a cure, a remedy
for that blot on onr eivilisation that we ecall
owr Fremantle gaol; if they arc eallous and
indifferent we cannot blame the Minister for
following the line of least resistance and
going aleng the easiest and rosiest path. It
is time the Government were called fo their
stern duty and were compelled to face the
problem as it exists.

The Premier: It has existed for 20 years.

Hon. T. WALKER: It has existed for
hundreds of years, not twenty. Although
that old spirit still prevails of vindictively

_treating by every harshness the weak minded

and the feeble and the wrong-doer, the hered-
itary criminal and the aceidental eriminal—
we have treated them badly and we are doing
so still, and ‘the answer we get is
that this has existed for {wenty Years.
Surely my friend the Premier would not con-
tend that his hat was excellent because he
had worn it for tweaty years?

The Premier: You were in office for five
years, you know,

Hon. T. WALKER: What did we do? We
made o stir that never was made before,

The Premier. T admit that.



Hon. T. WALKER: We started, and more
than started; we accomplished much. My
suecessor in office tried to do something, but
T told him then it was only a shop window
display. Now the Premier tells us it has ex-
isted for twenty years. We are then twenty
years behind the times. The Premier is still
in the bullock wagon when he ought to be
in an air ship, Tt is this of which T am rom-
plaining. What was good encugh for our
forefathers mnst be good enongh for us. We
cannot go one step ahead.

The Premier: T merely wish to suggest
that we are wearing vour mantle.

Hon, T. WALKER: The Premier tried to
get into it and tore it to shreds. 1 am
only speaking metaphorically; I have no de-
sire to be personal. T have no il fecling to-
wards the Minister, but T have severe ecriti-
cism te offer to the methods which are being
applied by him as the head of the depart-
ment. Not one step has been ipitiated. There
has, on the other hand, been retrogression;
there has been a going back, and we are
rather worse off to-day in that respeet than
when the XNational Government frst took
a seat on the Treasury bench, and day hy
day we are going back in the same way, In
listening to the speeches which have been
made to-night, I have heard another matter
referred to, still connected with this theme,
and that is the eriticism of the management
of the State Children Department. - I quite
agree we have some good men there, but
there is an evil influence getting in, and the
little children are dogged now very much
as older men ave dogged by poclicemen, hoth
male and female. The spirit of the police
force over-shadows our little children before
they have learned really the responsibility that
otects vight from wrong. That spirit of sym-
pathy that puts the State in the position of
parvent, with a parent’s heart, as well as a
parent's severity—I hope that position is he-
ing realised. But a few officious men think
they can de anything; their desire is fo get
cases and make a noise and ronin the real
parpose of the Aet, which, by the way is not
Australian but was taken from America, Tt
was that conntry that first gave to us our
children's eourts, and if hon. memhers want
an example, let them peruse the accounts of
the children’s courts in Denver and  the
methods adopted there; let them also make
themsel.es familiar with something of that
svstem of vigilance committees in all the big

eities of America which give a help to chil

dven starting on the stony path of life and
those who hiave got into trouble and need a
helping hamd. The Government here are do-
ing absolutely nothing. When the gates of
onr gaols open to let men out into the world
again, those men are allowed to go back to
their associntes. There is no one to give them
assistance; there is always a  policeman
watching for the prey; never a sympathetic
kindliness for the man who has gone wrong.
Our Childrens’ Courts are drifting in the
same way and what matters it. As it was
vesterday, so it is to-day ard so it shall be
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for ever. That is the policy. Let it go on.
Do not distorh it. T have drawn attention
to these points because I want them attendeil
to. Hon. members may sneer anil eall me
names as much as they like, but I speak with
the tide that is flowing and some hon. mem-
bers still remain in the pool that is ~tagnant,

The Premier: We know that you are sin.
cere.

Hon. T. WALKER: T want to draw the
Minister ount of that pool and into the flow-
ing stream that wmoves to the living and
glorions future.

My, MUNSIE (Hannans) [9.2]: T desive
to say a few words on the general discus-
sion, principally in connection with the op-
erationa of the State Children Department,
and outdoor relief. [ want to express my
appreciation of the announcement made by
the Minister when lie spoke of the valuable
werk that is being done by the varions in-
stitutions for the welfare of the children in
this State. I would like to have a good deal
to say on that matter, but the Minister has
definitcly stated that he will give me more
particulars when he is dealing with the
motion I have on the Notice Paper.

Mr. O’Loghlen: We may not reach it.

Mr. MUNSTIE: Well, T will take a risk for
I am anxious to get the details.

The Colonial Secretary: You will reach it
all right.

Mr. MUNSIE: 7 think so. T want to cor-
reet one or two false impressions that may
have been pained tonight. T do not blame
the Minisier, because I think the Minister
spoke the truth, but was misunderstood by
the member for South Tremantle {Mr. Rocke).
The Minister, in introducing the vote, re-
ferred to the amount which was heing paid
t» foster mothery, and also to those looking
after their own children, but who are sup-
ported by the State. He informed the Com-
miftee that the amount had bheen increased
from 7s, to 8s. per week. The member for
Sontl Fremantle congratulated the Minis-
ter on the increase from Rs. to N« That
increase has not bheen made. Where the in-
crease has token place it has heen on the
recommendation of the select commitiee deal-
ing with the State Children Department, in
an interim report that has been snbmitted.

The Coloninl Seerctary: That is regarding
monetary assistance.

Mr, AMUXSIE: Yes. The Government
have agveed to give the natural mothers,
from whom the hread winner has been taken
away or is not in a position to earn a living,
the same amount as is given to foster
mothers, namely 3s. a week. Tt costs a nat-
mal mother just as much as a foster mother
to keep children in her care in these days
with the high prices of commodities,

The Colonial Seeretary: It is 10s, not Ss.,
up to one year.

Mr. MUXNSTE: Yes, hut for children from
three to fourteen years they are paid Ss.
a week,



The Colonial Sceretary: Yes.

Mr. MUNSIE: And that comprises the
great majority of those raeceiving asgistance.
That is not sufficient. I have information to
present to the Minister in support of a
larger amount. T have secured information
from the Eastern States showing the amounts
paid there.

The Colonial Secretary: U have it as well,

My, MUNSIE: And I am prepared to
admit that the Minister will be able to say
that there are States paying less than we do,
but that does not justify us in any way in
paying mothers an insufficient amount to
keep body and soul together. There is an-
other matter I wish to refer to and that is
a remark by the member for North-East Fre-
mantle dealing with a statement alleged to
have been made by an official of the State
Children and Charities Department. He is
alleged to have issued instructions that men
were to do inspecting so far as babies were
concerned. The member for South Fremantle
(Mr. Rocke) said that that statement had
been contradieted, but the member for Notth-
East Fremantle (Hon, W. C. Angwin) said
he knew it was true. I want to say I know it
is untrue. XNo such statement has cvery hcen
made by an official of the State Children
Department. T think it only fair to make
that statement here, I heard the same
romour and went to some tronble to investi-
gate it. When we had the head of the de-
partment before the Royal Commission, I
pressed him for a reply, T asked Mr. Watson
time and again as to whether that statement
wag eorrect. The only reply T could get was
that it had been mentioned in conversation,

My, Rocke: Men are doing the work, That
is proof. ;

Ar, MUNSIE: Men are not doing the
work any more to-day than they have heen
in the past.

Mr. Rocke: Were not instructions issued
ta inspectors to do the whole of the work in
their districts?

Mr. MUNSTE: Yes.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: And only men in-
spectors were to do fthe work.

Mr, MUNSIE: Every member of the Com-
mission has had a eopy of those instructions.
They were in type, but they were not in-
structions that male officers had to do the
work.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The inspector was
the man who was to do the work. Tt is not
a case where women were expeeted to do it.

Alr. MUXNSIE: No, but the Minister can
bear out what I say. T ask the Minister to
find gut for his own information. If he goes
to the Health Department he will find there
a record in writing from an officer who, it
. is suggested, issned these instructions. He
will find that only in one distriet was there
n man and not & woman to do the inspecting
and in that ease the officer had already made
provision for a lady inspector of the Health
Department to look after the ehildren.
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: Do you not say that
the officer mentioned it in conversation’

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes.

Hon, W, C, Angwin: Well, what more do
yon want?

Mr. MUNSIE: It has been said that these
instructions were issued and I say they were
not,

Mr. Roecke:
issued verbally.

Mr. MUNSIE: I say they were not issued
verbally and no wmewiber can get any officer
in Western Australia to say that he was in-
structed, cither verbally or otherwise, to ex-
amine babieg.

Mr. Rocke: Well, they were young child-
ren, and girl children at that.

Mr, MUNSBTE: Tt all depends what the
member might term young children. I do
not know what age he would fix,

The Colonial Secretary: In any ease, they
would inspect the home, not the children.

Hon. W, €. Angwin: And render adrice
to the children.

Mr. MUNSIE: No.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Yes.

Mr, MUNSIE: No, there is a lady in-
spector.

Mr, Rocke: And the men do the work.

Mr. MIUNSIE: T am glad that the Gov-
crument practically carried out as nearly as
possible the recommendations issued in the
interim report by the Select Committee that
the inspectors should be given districts.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: They cannot do it.

Mr. MUNSIE: Of the whole of the evi-
dence submitted to the Select Committee
and the Royal Commission, nothing has
been brought home more to members than
that it is absolutely essential in the inter-
ests of the children themselves and also of
the inspectors, that districts should he
formed.

Hon., W. C. Angwin: The Commission have
not been sitting for some time now and
yet we have not the report.

Mr. MUNSIE: The hon. member will get
the report shortly, It is not my fault that
it is not here now. For my part, the work
on the Roya! Commiassion has been no sine-
cure, althopgh I would not have missed it,
because I have gained comsiderable know-
ledge of the working of the State Children
and Charities Department, particularly of
the State Children Department. I hope next
year, when the Estimates are being sub-
mitted, instead of ‘having the ehildren of
the State considered under the State Child-
ren and Charities vote, we will have them
dealt with under the Education Depart-
ment, which should be the department eon-
trolling them,

Unfortunately, they were

Mr. O‘LOGHLEXY {Forrest) [9.13]:
Vatrious items will be dealt with as we go
along, but I would like to say a word or
two on the general discussion. The mem-
ber for Roebourne (My. Teesdale) has re-
ferred to the position regarding emigration



1222

under the Agent General. Members discussed
the attitnde of the Agent Ceneral, and
his qualifications for the post. The member
for Roebourne pointed out that it was a very
poor advertisement for Western Australia,
and great discouragement for the Govern-
ment, that the agency had got into such a
deplorable state and that, compared with
other agencies, it did not stand in a favour-
able light at all. The only remark I make
about this paradoxieal position is that we
kave had members on this side and on the
other side of the House, making comments
of a laudatory nature, about the Agent Gen-
eral and his staff, and yet condemning the
results of the work of the Agent General’s
office. I beliete, and I presume no other mem-
ber will agree with me, that we should serap
the Agent General’s office altogether.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: It would be a bad
job for this State.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: It may be, but we
have long cnough continued under the im-
pression that unless we operated from our
own back yard, we could not go forward, I
realise the lack of sympathy on the part of
the Federal regime and appreciate that there
is a good deal in the contention that we
might not get that treatment we would like.
We want to look at the results. For the last
five vears our Agents General have had no-
thing to do in London, with the exeeption of
trying to arrange for a few batches of emi-
grants, There has been no indenting and
no loan flotations. We have a High Com-
missioner’s oflice which is being maintained
at the huge expense of £86,000 a year. We
have a magnificent bhuilding in Australia
House which is a fine advertisement for Aus-
tralia.

Hon,
ment?

Mr. O 'LOGHLEX: Yes.

Hon, W, C, Angwin: You have not seen it.

Mr, O'LOGHLEX: Several of my friends
who have been in England rccentty have ex-
plained that it is a fine advertisement for
Australin, If the hon. member tells me @if-
ferently, T shall accept his word. T was al-
wavs under the impression that the lavish
expenditure on Australia IHouse was justi-
fiedd by the fine advertisement,

Alr. 'Teesdale interjected.

Ar. O'LOGHLEN: We live to learn. We
have a High Commissioner and staff costing
the taxpavers of Australia £86,000 a year,
and [ challenge any man to show that good
Tesnlts have emanated from any High Com-
missioner.

My, Teerdale. A waste of time.

Mr. Underwood: Also ran.

Mr., O'LOGHLEN: The hon. member will
agree that all those who get into these po-
sitions are ‘‘also rans,’’ The Agent
General’s position is nothing but 2 sanctuary
for played out politicians.

AMr. Hardwick: You are qualified,

AMr. O'LOGHLEXN: 1 have nothing to say
about the present occupant of the position.
He has always heen a friend of mine, but

W, (. Angwin: A fine advertise-

*
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under the system which operates, it is not
possible for him to give the service which
the State has a right to expect.

Mr, Davies: He suggested that he should
he brought back in order to bring his know-
ledge of the State up to date.

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: He has not heen ab-
sent from Western Australia long enough to
have forgotten the State.

Mr. Davies: He himself made the sumges-
tion.

Mr. (LOGHLEXN: Then I would fetch
him back and keep him back, and would not
vend anyone in hig place. The idea of a
man wanting to come back after an ahsence
of a couple of years to Drush up his local
knowledge is ridiculous! The point is that
we have six Australian States competing for
the few people who are disposed to leave
the Old Country for the new. Wherever
there is competition someone must get a
smack, and some of the States are not getting
that fair representation to which they are
entitled. In the desire to suceeed and score
off another State, an injustice is done to
some part of Australia. T believe the Com-
monwealth should maintain Australia House.
I believe we should have a Iligh Commis-
sioner speaking with one voice for the whole
of Australia, and huttressing and supporting
that officer should be representatives, keen
publicity men with loeal knowledge, to speak
for each of the iStates. Thus, Australia
could be represented at half the expense and
more effectively than at present. Not a man
in the House will agree with this proposition,
but the day will come when this Parliament
will realise the futility of passing our ex
Premiers and ex-Ministers, sometimes afrer
they have got inte disfavour, into the office
of Agent General for a long term. In this
office there’ is very little to do as publie
agent or publicity expert. During the last
few years there have been no loan flotations
and no indenting and the only thing to oe-
vupy the attention of the Agent General has
been the que-tion of emigration in which all
the States arc competing. State is compet-
ing against Siate and claiming superiority,
and in that competition damage is Jdone to
some part of this continent which, after all,
is our country. We shonll talk as Aunstra-
lians; mot as’ Western Australians, Vietori-
ans, or Queenslanders.

Mr. Pickering: Despite our experience at
tlie hands of the Commeonwealth?

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: 1 helieve a case ean
be made out for this State. I am not satis-
fied with the treatment which we have re-
ceived from the Federal Parliament, but that
does not detract from the attitude I take up
that the representation required in TLondon
to-day could he satisfactorily carried out by
one High Commisgioner, with representatives
of every State in his office, speaking with a
clarion vaice for the whole Commonwealth
instead of having six Agents General, many
of them worthless representatives so far as
their duties are concerned from the fact that
they are so eircumseribed and that they have
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not that definite progressive leader which we
might reasonably expect. ’

The Colonial Secretary: We have not fared
badly.

Mr. O’LOGHLEXN: Will the Minister tell
us how well we are faring now for this huge
expense of £10,000 on one man? The Min-
ister, as a member of the Government, has
to justify this expenditure. The member for
Roehourne told us how futile the whole busi-
ness in London is, Intending emigrants
weni to the office and could not get the in-
formation they desired because there was no-
hody to pive it to them. The hon. member
himgelf had te stand on the footpath for
three weeks giving information to intending
emigrants. [ fail to see that we are getting
the results which we are entitled to expect.
I do not think any man, no matter who the
oceupant of the office, will do much hetter
under the present system. The cost of Aus-
tialia’s representation in London will in an-
other few years be creeping up to the vicinity
of a quarter of a2 million a year, and T he-
liecve we can provide that representation at
half the cost and with better results to Ans-
tralia as a whole.

The COLOXNIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
. T. Broun—Beverley—in reply) [9.24]:
After the very moderate criticiam of mem.
bers, there is very little which ealls for reply.
Most of the departments which come under
the Colonial Secretary are non-revenue pro-
dueing, but they are none the less important.
There are several matters with regard to the
State Children Department to which refer-
eyce has heen made. One is the discon-
tinuance of assistance given by the Govern-
ment to oll age pensioners, This matter
was carefully inquired into. The old age
pensioners are receiving 13s. a week from
the Commonwealth Government and this
amount was considered to be sufficient for
them to live on. Tt was not a matter for the
State Government to grant them further as-
sistance.

Mr. O'Loghlen: A bad decision,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: If they
nceded turther assistance or if the 158 a
week was insufficient for them to live on,
there was the Old Men's Home for them to
po to. There they would be well looked
after and protected and would have gool
living in a nicve home,

AMr. O'Loghlen: You krow what the de-
sire of the o)l men is.

The COLOXTAL SECRETARY: Yes, they
do not like to go into a home.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The Premier suggested
small homes for them.

The COLOXTAL SECRETARY: They pre-
fer to be out, and those who are out would
be better off under a scheme of small houses
where they could live on their pensions. The
member for XNorth-East Fremantle (Hon.
W. C. Angwin) mentioned the case of a pen-
sioner and his wife who were paying s¢ much
rent that it Jeft them little to live on.
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Mr,
day.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
are only about 15 of these cases,

Mr. Rocke: In the Fremantla district only,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do not
think there are many more. I will go into
the question again and see if there is any
vase of real hardship.

AMe. O’Loghlen: In Perth there are dozens.

The COLOXNIAL SECRETARY: I shall
make inquiries and see what ean be (done.
There were ecnses in which assistance was
being granted which should not have been
granted, and quite a2 number of men in in-
stitutions were able to go ouwt and work.
The business manager specially appointed to
make these inguiries submitted recommenda-
tions and as o result of his recommendations
we are getting more efficicut administration,
It we have no desire to create any hard-
ship. This applies to State Charities as a
whole; no one desires to sec any child or
niother living in very poor circumstances.
Wherever possible the Government assist
them provided they have no other avenues of
support. One ar two members have referred
to the fact of male inspectors going into
hcmes and  inspecting  mothers and young
girls. The policy of the department is that
wherever new appointments are made for this
work, the appointees shali be female in-
speetors. As far as I know no instructions
have been issned. This is news to me, and
[ am glad the member for Hannang {(Mr.
Munsie) has contradicted it. I know of ne
instance of male inspectors being appointed
to o this work., 1 will make inquiries and
wce if it is so, but I am sore it is not. Tn
future only female inspectors will be ap-
pointed for this work. The member for
North-Fast Premantle mentioned the receiv-
ing home at Marguis-street, which has bhecn
used for a few years. The accomnodation ut the
new home is only for 30 children, It waslimited
to that because we considered it was quite
snfficient to take in children from time to
time aml keep them there until they were
[Haced out. The hon, member said that in
some cases the children were returned and
stayed there for a conmsiderable period. Tt
all depends en the particular case. TIf we
have a child that is taken by a foster-mother
andl the forter-mother does not keep it, the
child is returned to the home, and remains
tliere until another foster-mother is found.
There are a few difficult cases which come
before the department in which children are
delieate and it is hard to place them with
foster-mothers, We provide a special sum to
deal with such cases, and we are doing all we
can to see that they are well cared for. The
hon. member also said he could see that we
would not have many immigrants coming to
this State, and that it was also proved that
immigrants were not available in the 0Old
Country by reason of the fact that the
“1 Zealandie?”’ was not properly booked up.
On that vessel there is accommodation for
3,200. Tt was anticipated that we wonld

O’Loghlen: They are begging every

There
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not bhe able to secure more than 1,000
but probably we will be able to secure the
full quota. We have had ne information
from the Agent General as to exactly how
many are coming out, but we have reason to
believe that the number will be not less than
1,000.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: There was a cable in
the paper the other day about it.

Mr. Tecsdale: To the effect that the de-
parture of the vessel was temporarily post-
poued,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
whole difficulty arises throngh the high cost
of passages. It is hoped that the Federal
Government will come to the assistance of
the States in the future in this dircction. If
we are able to find more money than we can
find at present towards these fares, we will
then have no diffieulty in getting a greater
nutber of immigrants per month than we
are getting at present. The member for
Sussex (Mr. Pickering) referred to the child
immigration policy. It i3 known to hon.
members that we are endeavouring to get
some children from the Old Country. The
ingtitutions in this State undertook to take
200 children, if their departure from the Old
Country could bhe approved. I am afraid we
shall not be able to get that number, as
the people in the Old Country are reluctant
to allow the children to leave because of the
pensions provided by the Imperial Govern-
ment. If they allow the children to leave
they will lose that amount of capital. There
is a fight over the matter, and they may pos-
sibly be kept in the 014 Country. So far as
the Fairbridge farm school scheme iz eon-
cerned, hon. members know what has been
done” in that respeet. The member for lan-
nans said he hoped I would say what the
Government were doing in this matter. It was
finalised by the Government some short time
ago, when the Fairbridge farm school com-
mittee were offered 4s. per head per week
for each child up to 150. It was auticipated
that there would be at least 200 children,
150 of whom would be orphang and the bal-
ance of 50 the children of ex-service men.
These ex-serviece children would get an Tm-
perial pension, leaving a halance of 150 to
be provided for by the committee in the Old
Country and the local committee here, as
well as by the Government-at the rate of
4s. per head per week. The amount of
money colleeted in the Old Country s
considerable.  The actual amount at the
disposal of the TFairbridge farm school
is at present £7,000 per annum. This
is for the upkeep and maintenance of
the institution. The sum of £1,085 has been
received from the overseas gencral commit-
tee, £1,360 from the Government, £300 from
the Rhodex' tru-tees, ,£1,816 for pension

elildren, and £2039 from the child im-
migration  soeiety. These amounts tota)
ET000  a vear. The society eonsidered

that they could net care for these echildren
and bring them up successfully as good eiti-
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Zens on this sum, and another
£1,000 a year.

Houn. P. Colhier: Seven thonsand pounds a
year for 200 children works out at 5s. or
6s. a week each more than the Government
allow the mothers for the upbringing of their
own children. 1t actually works out at
about 13s. per head.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It would
amount to £40 a year per head at the school,

Hon, P. Collier: That is 3s. or 6s5. more
than you allow the mothers of Australian
children.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: For the
mother and child, that is so.

Ton. P, Collier: The Australian mothers
have to rear their children on 8s. a week,
and yon say that these children need l4s.
or 15s. a week,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: There is
the upkeep and cost of the ingtitution and
staff and education to bhe taken into con-
sideration.

Hon. P. Collicr: Tt does not come to as
much as the mothers of Australian children
have to pay.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The whole
of the eost of the institution is taken into
cousideration in this amount.

Hon, P, Collier: The mother has to pro-
vide for the upkeep of her home and for
elothing and everything to do with the child-
ren,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: There is
food and clothing provided for in the case
of the mothers and children here.

Hon. P. Collier; You are starving the
Australian children on 83, a week, and giv-
ing subsidies to an institution amounting to
148, or 13s. a week for each child,

The COLONTAL: SECRETARY: The
mothers are getting 8s. a week to provide
cach of their children with food and eloth-
ing, and they have their edueation free.
The £7,000 per annum, which is assured to
the Fairbridge farm school, represents £33
per head amnually, and £10 per head is ad-
vanced by the Government. This was taken
into counsideration at the time when the Gov-
crnment were approached for a further sum.
We considered that d4s. per child per week
was fuite as much as the Government could
give, and that the sum was sufficicnt for
the administration of the institution. The
allowance is equal to the amount given to
other institutions in comparison with the
amount that they raise here,

Hon. P. Collier: Tt is much more on your
own figures.

The COLOXIAL SHCRETARY: So far as
maonetary assistance is concerned, it is more.
T am referring now to industrial iunstitu-
tions, Taking into consideration the amount
they receive from the Government and the
amount they raise, we are paying them on an
equal basis with the other institutions in
giving them a 4s. per head eapitation grant,
It was nointed out hy the member for Kan-
owna that the chairman of the Indetermin-

required
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ate Sentences Board, Mr. Hann, had re-
signed. I interjectcd that I knew mnothing
about it, and 1 did not. The hon. member
also made some remarks regarding my ad-
ministration of the department, to which
I very rightly take exception. I do uot con-
siler he was justified in making the state-
ments he did. Only last week, or the week
before at the latest, the file came before me
dealing with Mr. Hann. A report was made
for certain fees to be paid to the chairman
for travelling from his home at Busselton
to Fremantle to attend to the duties of the
board. { had no idea of this, and there was
nothing on the file fo show that Mr. ITann
had retired, If the hon. member possesses
information on the subjeet he must have
obtained it from some other source, for it
has not yet renched the department.

My, Rocke: He certainly refused to sit
at the last meeting.

The COLOXNTAL SECRETARY: How long
ago was that?

Hon. T. Walker: About a week ago. 1
had the information not from him bLut from
a high anthority.

The COLONTAT: SECRETARY: How does
the hon. member expect me to know of the
matter? Evidently he was informed by some-
one outside., So far as T an coneerned the
hon. member’s information is incorreet. T
know nothing about it, and T doubt if the
department knows either, unless the file has
just come to hand. The hon. member also
said that practieally nothing had been done.
Avcts of Darlinment are frequently passed
which contain no machinery to enable the
Government to carry them out.

Han, T. Walker: That is true,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: When the
Act was passed for the appointment of the
Tddcterminate Sentences Board no provision
was maide for the huilding of a rcformatory.
Turing the past year the Comptroller General
of Prisons recomumended that a hoard be
appointed, We thought it was a good board,
more cspecially as M. Hann, the chairmau,
had been soperintendent of the Fremantle
prison for some vears. T helieve he assisted
the member for Kanowna in the early siages
of that board,

Hon. T. Walker: He did a lot in the carly
stages,

The (OLOXNTAL SECRETARY: T am
plen<ed  to hear that. He also assisted
the ex-Attorney General, the memher for Can-
ning, in the framing of the Aet. Mr. Hann
was appointed to this hoard, as chairman,
becanse of his knowledge of prison work,
Major MeClure was also appointed to the
hoard as a capable man; T consider him one
of the finest men we could possibly get for
the purpose.

Hon. T. Walker; 7T do not wish fo say a
word against him, but T think he has hardly
the wide general knowledge that is requisite,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Another
memher of the board is an ex-mayor of Fre-
mantle, Mr. Wray. We appointed these
gentlomen in order that they might make
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arrangements for a reformatorr prisen. 1t
was decided to start the reformatory at Rott-
nest temporarily; not permanently by any
means. [ admit that some of the revorm-
atory prisoners at Rottnest are doing car-
pentry work, but the small bunildings te he
crected there—they are mnot numerous—will
eventually be suitable for the aceommoda-
tion of tourists. This temporary provision
is being made until such time as we are able
to provide other accommodation. I dis-
cusseel  the matter with the Premier, and
we came to the conelusion that the per-
manent reformatory should he located in some
large open space, where the inmates could

have some liberty and learn trades, Such
an institution eoulidl to some cxtent hecome
self-supporting. All this, however, takes

time. During the war very little was done in
any direction as regards building; and when
the present Government came into power,
what were they faced with? First of all,
with the necesrity for extra aceommodation
at the Claremont Hospital for the Insane.
Then there was the matter of (‘harities ae-
commodation, to which I shall attend before
T attend to prison aceommodation, while T
have no intention of neglecting the latter.
We must feel our way to finanee all the ad-
ditions that are reguived to the varions in-
stitutions. Undoubtedly there is an absolute
and urgent need for additional aceommoda-
tion at the Hospital for the Tnsane. It has
been the endeavour of the Government to
place on the Indeterminate Sentemce Board
men who will be able to administer the Act
ns it should be administered, and they will
have my help and that of other Ministers in
every possible direction. Any information
hon. members may desire on the items T shall
be glad to furnish,

General dchbate concluded;
as follows:—

Ttem, Under Secretary and
General of Prisons, £357:

Alr, UNDERWOOD:  What is tlie reason
for reducing the salary of this office, which
last year was fixed at £8362 My impression
is that this position is the most difficnlt one
of the Unier Secretaryships to fill.  There is
no end of work for this Under Secerctary to
do, anil why should he receive a lower salary
than any other Under Secretary? The Under
Seeretaryship for Agriculture, to take an ex-
ample, is A nice easy position, and it carries
nearly £100 a vear more salary than this
one. :

Tion. P. Tollier: 'This is a new position,
classified by the Pullic Service (‘ommis-
sioner; and the holder will receive the mini-
mum salary to commence with. )

Mr. UTNDERWOOD. T am not speeially
enamoured of the Public Service Commis-
sioner’s methods, and T am not sure that the
present Public Service Commissioner knows
evervthing.

Me. Smith: This Under Secvetary has an
assistant under secretary.

items discussed

Comptroller
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Mr, UNDERWOOD: So have the other
Under Secretaries.  This Under Secretary
has 12 or 14 sub-departments to control, anid
& man who will work in that position is
certainly worth more than the salary set
down here.

The COLOXNIAL SECRETARY: There
is no intention to rednee the salary of the
office. The prezent holder of the office is
acting under secretary, and this provision
of £557 is made in view of the faet that prae-
tically six months of the year will have
elapsed hefore a permanent appoiotment is
made, The acting under secretary receives
an addition to his fixed salary.

Mr, Underwood: What do you intend to
pay the new Under Secretary?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1 take
it, £636 to start, Certainly the salary will
not be reduced when the new Under Seeretary
is appoeinted.

Item, Business Manager of Tnstitutions
and Inspector of Accounts, £304:

My, SMITH: This is a new appointment,
and in the nature of an experiment. We
have mnot been told what sort of
institutions this business munager econtrols.

The Colonial Secretary: I stated that in
introducing the Estimates.

My, SMITH: T have come across a few of
the operations of the business manager as
regards reduction of rations to unfortunate
people. If the business acumen of this busi-
ness manager simply consists in cutting out
a few rations, I doubt very much whether he
is worth the expenditure. “What savings has
he effected to date, and what further sav-
ings is he likely to effect?

Mr. MUNSIE: Is the business manager
appointed for the purpose of going through
all the Government institutions, or only those
nnder the Colonial Secretary!

Tho Colonial Seeretary:
through the lot.

Mr, MUXNSIE: The title of the office
seenms peculiar sinee we understand that the
officer really coaannot interferc with a single
employce in any institution. What are thé
duties of the position, and what savings are
expected from the appointment? I am given
to understand that the husiness manager
cannot interfere with one single employec.

The Premier: I assure you that he can.

Mr. MUXSBIE: Perhaps Ministers will in-
form us what this officer’s powers really
are.

The PREMIER: The Colonial Secretary
will reply, and will give hon. members a
good deal of information in regard to sav-
ings effected. Meantime I may state that
Mr. Simpson was appeinted business mana-
per because it was felt that a great deal
ought to be done in the way of inquiry and
reform in connection with the enormous ex-
penditure of the Colonial Seeretary’s De-
partment and in connection with Medical and
Health. XNaturally, Ministers cannot control
steh expenditure. The business manager

He is going

{ ASSEMBLY,]

has not been appointed, as the menmber for
North Perth songgests, merely to cut down
a few rations here and there. That particular
matter was replied to some time age. The
business manager is there to attend to the
general management of the various Govern-
ment institutions. The Wooroloo Sanatorium,
the Old Men’s Home, and other institutions
of that kind spend very large sums of money
in purchasing supplies; and he is supposed
to sce that those supplies are properly pur-
chased. Further, he is supposed to see that
only such people as are entitled to be in,
for instance, the Old Men’s Home, shall bhe
tiere. His business is to see that economy is
practised, withont detriment to cfticiency, in
every one of those institutions from Kal-
goorlie to Perth. MMr. Simpson has done
slendid work in his position.

Mr. Munsie: What are his powers in ve-
gard to employecs? -

The PREMIER: If bhe reports to the
Public Serviece Commissioner that there are
officials employed who are not required, those
men will certainly not he kept on. The husi-
ness manager reperts if an institution is
over-staffed. He also reports in case there
is anything wrong in an institution, For
example, he reported that the heating system
at the Kalgoorlie hospital was very expen-
sive and very incffective; and that matter
is reeciving attention. In this way things
that are wrong get rectified, and so savings
are cffected. Iu connection with the Wooro-
loo Sanatorium, the Government should have
rollected old age pensions in respect of a
considerable number of patients. The Com-
monwezlth Government had agreed to pay
them, hut the amounts had not heen collected.
And so, too, at the Old Men's Home. The
Commeonwealth CGovernment are suppesed to
pay us for the inmates of that institution.
They pay for a number of them, but they
rctuse to pay for many others. These ano-
malies have been set right now. Altogether
the savings in expenditure, and the addi-
tional amount collected, will total about
£25,000 for the year.

Hon. P. Collier: Goodness me!

The PREMIER: Goverament departments
grow, and grow rapidly, and the expenditure
grows in keeping. If an old man goes into
the Home without first applying for his
pension, we can never afterwards get any-
thing in respeet of him.

Mr. O’Loghlen: But you c¢an liberate him
for a few weeks,

The PREMIER: Xo, that has been fried
in Queensland, where it failed.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: What do you do in
the case of an old man entering the home?

The PREMIER: We see to it that he ap-
plies for his pension before entering.

Mr. Underwood: You do not want a busi-
ness man to look after that.

The PREMIER: But we do.

Mr. Underwood: What are your officers
doing?
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The PREMI1ER: The hon. member was
ance in charge of the department, and there-
fere he should know what the officers are
doing.

Alr. Underwood: I got £4,000 from the
Yederal Government,

The PREMIER: And there was another
£4,000 whick yon @id not get. This wan’s
work is largely the work of an inspector.
. He is ddoing it well,

_ Mr. Munsie: T am not questioning that.
I want to know what his powers and duties
are,

The PREMIER: His powers are sufficient
for the job. He has to go to Claremont, to
Wooroloe, and to Kalgoorlie. He has to use
taet, and bring about reforms without inter-
fering with efficiency, or disturbing the ad.
ministration. He has done that, and done it
very well indeed. It may not be necessary
tn keep him very long, but it is necessary to
have these things cleaned up. The late Col-
onial Treasurer sct up an inquiry office. This
is heing carried on by Mr. Simpson, and the
reforms are being made under hig direction,
The position is not only fully justified, but
it eould be extended to other departments.
The Minister can give details of the savings
made, and in the meantime I e¢an assure hon.
members that they are very great indeed.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Aborigines, £5,535:

Mr. O’LOGHLEX: I should like some in-
formation regarding the aborigines’ settle-
ments at Mogumber and Carrelup. T have
heard that at those settlements, where an
effort is being made to reclaim aborigines
who previously wandered around the towns
and city, magnificent work is heing done;
but it i3 suggested that those settlements are
situated on exceedingly poor land and that
in consequence it iz impossible for them to
become self-supporting.

The Colonial Secretary: Not impossible.
[ALr. Stubbs resumed the Chair.]

AMr. O’LOGHLEN: Praclically impossible,
at all events. If the aborigines at those
settlements can do the work they are en-
paged upon, it is only fair that the Govern-
ment should provide them with goeod ma-
terial, with land suited for cultivation. I
understand that both settlements are on the
poorest of land. That is an economic waste.
If the land were hetter, the depariment
would probably reap a handsome revenue
and would be able to maintain ther settle-
ments without coming on the Consolidated
Revenne at all.

The Colonial Secretary: The whole vote is
only £8,000.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: Bui that might be
wiped out. .

Mr. TUnderwood: That £3,000 is plus
£10,000.

The Colonial Seeretary: But that £10,000
is a special fund.
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My, O'LOGULEN: T have been informed
iy men in the police torce that aborigines
who were regarded as a pest in the vity have
been taken to one or other of the settle-
ments and have become useful members of the
little community, without any desire to go
hack to their old haunts. TIf they are work-
ing well, I think they should bhe provided
with an area of ground better suited to the
purpose of the settlement. The information
I have is that the land at the 3Jogumber
settlement will nof grow anything worth
while. There are there 133 men producing
virtually nothing.

Mi. Teesdale: It is pretty rotten land.

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: That is so, and I hold
that the settlement should he shifted to
better country, where improved rerults would
be secured and the settlement hecome self
supporting. The Minister wounld de well to
consider this suggestion.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. 1 have never seen
the Mogumber settlement, but it has heen
represented to me as being on reasonably
good land. I have seen Carrolup, and I know
there is geood country there. If the land at
Mogumber i3 unsunited, the Government
should resume some better land in that le-
cality. The position of Lhe settlement is
right, and it woud be a pity 1o move it to
any distanee.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Both
these stations are intended to become self-
supporting, Tf T had had anything to do
with the choosing of the sites, T would never
have chosen Mogumber. However, the main
desire of the chief protector was to get the
settlements well away from any white com-
mumity. That is why he went to Mogumber,
where there is a plentiful supply of fresh
water., I have visited hoth the settlements.
The soil at Mogumber, outside the river
flats, is very poor but it will grow excellent
oats, and once the serub is cleared and oats
planted, it will carry sheep. At Carrolup
where, in the main, the Jand is poor, there is
nevertheless o fair area of coltivable ecoun-
try, sufficient to render the place self-sup-
porting.

Item, Chief Protector, £436:

Mr. TNDERWOOD: We see a footnote,
‘“Also seeretary of immigration,’’ and we
understand that this officer is to be secretary
of the Department of the North-West. On
behalf of the people of the North-West I
say that in the mew department there will he
nearly enongh to keep the secretary occupied.
Most certainly he will not be able to be
Chief Protector of Aborigines and secre-
tary of immigration and in his spare time
look after the North-West. If we are to have
nothing better than that, then betfer have
nothing at all. The Minister should give the
Committee & fair explanation of the pesition.
I have no objection to the chief protector
as chief protector.

Hon, P. Collier: Would he not be able to
fill the dual position?
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Mr. UNDERWOOD: A lot of people,
probabhly judging by its representatives, think
that anything will do for the North-West.

Hon. P. Collier: “Still I should say the
chief protector is not overworked and ought
to be able to look after the North-West.

Mr, TNDERWQOD: Yes, anything will
do for the North-West.

Hon. P. Collier: But that is not the view
I am taking. The Minister has tacked it on
to his other portfolios.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: We objeet to being
tacked on to everything. If it is intended to
mzke this a live department one officer can-
not do these things.

Hon. P, Collier: 1t was only a part of the
kidstakes after the Minister came hack from
the XNorth-West,

Mr. TNXDERWOOD: T should like an ex-
planation from the Minister.

The PREMIER: The hon. member knows
what has happened in regard to the North-

West. A great many natives are in the
North; there are very few in the South-
West, At present it is not intended to take

away the work of the aborigines from the
North, because this officer can do both jobs
very well; one works in with the other. When
it is found that the work of the Nerth-
West'Department necessitates another officer,
an appointment wiil be made. The work as
secretary will not he made ineffective by
reason of the work for the aborigines.

Mr. TUnderwood. What about immigra-
tion?

The PREMIER: That work has been
taken over by another officer. The North-
West Department is as yet hardly on its feet,
and it wonld he wrong te ineur unnecessary
expense at this stage.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I-suppose it will not
go hung until after the elections?

The PREMIER:
the elections.

Ttem, Secretary, £360.

AMr. UNDERWOOD: 1f the alterations
suggested are to be made, this position may
bhe warranted, but if the department is to be
run on ordinary lines, this office is quite un-
necessary, [ have nothing to say against the
occupani of the office.  When Minister I en-
deavoured to prevent -the appeintment, but
coulil  not. This officer does not ae-
celerate Dusiness: he retards it. A good
clerk is all that is required. The seeretary
is a surplus officer, who came over from the
Water Supply Department,

Mr. Teesdale: Ts not he conneeted with
the Fisheries, too?

AMr. UXDERWOOD: Yes, but he knows
nothing about either. YWhen a letter arrives
ior the Chief Protector, he opens it, adds a
mimte and sends it on to the Chief Pro-
tector.  The Chief Protector sends it hack
to him and he forwards it to the typist.

Hon. P. Collier: He is not the only one
who oes that.

Tt will not go bung after
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Mr, UTNDERWOQOD: I am aware of that.
The Public Serviee Commissioner and several
of the heads—lessrs. North, Munt, Lawson
and Simpson—put their heads together and”
got this man transferred as a surplus_officer,
cntting out other applicants for the position,

Mr. O’Loghien: Did your minunte say this
office was not wanted?

Mr. DNDERWOOD: Yes.

Mr, Smith: The business manager has -
passed it, .
Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes. That shows

what the business management is like. I
would Like the Minister to explain how this
officer gat an inerease from £336 to £380,
when so mm.s officers below £230 cannet
pet an inere; . When he starterll in this
office in 191 he received £24 more than his
predecessor.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Have you aeccurately de-
seribed his duties? !

Mr. UNDERWQOD: Yes. Trom my
knowledge of the department we are paying
£360 a year for an office which is not war-
ranted. Unless a rearrangement is made
this office should be abolished. .

Mr. Swmith: Does this officer draw £360 in
addition to his salary from the Tisheries
Department ?

The Colonial Secretary: That 18 a mis-
take; it should be £180 for ecach office.

Mr. O’Loghlen: IL¢t us know something
about his duties and whether he is required.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There
will be a rearrangement of offices and the
al:origines in the southern portion of the
State will be worked in connection with the
Fisheries.

Vote put and passed.
Votes—Fisheries, £6,02]1;
ties, £9,862—agreed to.
Vote—Gaols, £26,234:
Ttem, Governor Fremantle Prison, £436:

My, ROCKE: Tt seems extraordinary that
the new governor should receive a lower sal-
ary than his predecessor. Tt is n mistake if
this officer is not under the Public Secrvice
Commissioner.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Provicion
was made in the previous year for only five
months and the salary was at the rate of £430
a year. The present governor was formerly
superintendent and his salary will he in-
creasedd  antomatically,. T do mnot know
whether he is under the Publie Service Com-
missieger.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Why is the title
of this officer altered from superintendent to
governor?

The Colonial Secretary: I do not think
there is any particular reason for it.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: Evidently the title
of superintendent is not dignified enongh for
the officer in charge of the Fremantle gaol
Efforts have been made in the past to alter
it, and T can see a danger of a superintendent

Friendly Socie-
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being appointed later on in addition to a
governor, I move—

That the word ‘‘Governor’’ be struck
out and ‘‘Superintendent’’ inserted in
lien.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I have a prouounced
objection to the title of governor in this
regard. That of superintendent is quite
sufficient, Evidently officialdom has put,this
forward for n definite purpose. It iz a mis-
use of the term to apply it to a man in this
position,

Amendment put and passed; the vote, as
amended, agreed to. )

Votes—Harbour and Light, £3,600; Jet-
ties and Tramways, £25,203--agreed to.

Vote—Immigration, £1,513: ,

Mr. PICKERING: In connection with the
pelicy of c¢hild immigration, I understand
that as regards the children at the Fair-
bridge farm school the sum that will be
contributed by the State will only be at the
rate of 4s, per child per week.

The CHAIRMAN: 1 suggest that this can
better be dealt with on the Loan Estimates.
This vote only deals with the salaries of the
officers and unot with the policy of immigra-
tion. .

Mr. PICKERING: Do you rule that 1 am
out of order in dealing with the policy of
immigration?

The CHAIRMAN:
member out of order.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Inspection of Liquor, £978; State
Labour Bureau, £3,036—agreed to.

Vote—Lunacy and Enebriates. £84,762:

Ttem, Assistant Medical Officers, one at
£5248 (six monthg), one at £408.

Mr. BROWN: The select committes whith
inquired into the management of the Clare-
mont Hosyital for Insane found that thero
were suffieient medical officers to do the
work. From this item it appears that an-
other medical officer is to be appointed. Is
that sof

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Provi-
sion is made for another mediecal officer at
£528 for six months.

Hon, P. Collier: The item seems to indi-
cate that it is proposed to appoint two more
medical officers.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: We are
now advertising for two. However, pro-
vision is made for one at £328. The salary
oi £408 refers to Dr. Benson, who is now at
the institution.

Hon. P. Collier: Is he an officer appointed
during the past year?

" The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No. He
has bheen there for some time. There are
three medical officers at the hospital, in-
cluding the Inspeetor General

Mr. Brown: And now it is.intended to
appoint a fourth?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes.

Yes., I rule the hon.
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Hon. P. Coller: s it now proposed to
appoint an additional officer, or two addi-
tional ofticers?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Two ad-
ditional eofticers, We are advertising now
for two medical offieers, a senior and a
junior.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If that is so, the
I'stimates do not clearly show it.

The Colonial Secretary: They do vot.

Iton, P. COLL1ER, The Estimates show
jrrovision tor four medical officers altogether,
which would include the three now employed
and one additional, However, the Colonial
Meerctary states that the intention is te
appoint two additional medical officers, who, -
he says, are now being advertised for, Has
the Minister thovoughly satisfied himself
that it is necessary to have one additional
medical ‘officer, Jet alone twof

Mr. Brown: Mcar, hear!

The Colonial Secretary:
that they are needed.

Hon. P, COLLIER: No doubt the Minis-
ter has been so informed; but the select
cominittee Tound that at the time of their
investigation the three medical officera then
employed were only giving 1% hours per
day to the patients. What i3 requi.ed is
net that we should appoint additional medi-
cal officers, but that we should see that the
men already holding those positions devote
a little more time to the patients. What is
elear, as the result of the select commit-
tee’s investigations, is that the medieal offi-
cers who have been there in the past have
not given a fair proportion of the time ag
their disposal to the patients. Now, the ip-
stitution having bheen under criticism for a
year or two, it is an easy matter for the
Inspector General of Insane to say, '*We are
going to see that the patients receive more
medical attention in future, and with that
end in view we are going to appoint twe
more medical officers.’’ But the Inspeector
General does not propose that the medical
officers already appointed shall do the work

I am informed

- themselves. There is an item for the Medi-

cal Superintendent at £708 per year, and
this shows really a clever way of doing
things, espeeially with a Minister new to
office,. The same jokes are put up om all
new Ministers, The title of an office is
changed. A more sounding, more imposing
title is given to an office, and then the
holder of the office naturally has a claim for
an inerease of salary. Not only that, but
he creates a vacaney which he leaves behind
him, and this vacancy has to be filled by an-
other appointee. The Medical Superintend-
ent iz now receiving pretty well double the
salary that he got- about two years age. T
think he was paid £708 for the tirst time last
year. Two years ago, if I remember rightly,
he was being paid £350. But he induced
Mr. Colebatch to change the title of the
ottice to ‘‘Medieal Suvperintendent.’’ ‘There
was no Medieal Buperintendent at the Hos-
pital for Insane two years ago; there was
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only the [nspector General and a medieal
officer.  When the medieal officer became a
Medical Superintendent, he had to get a
salary commensurate with the importance
;l;gsdignity of his new office, and 30 he got

The Colenial Secretary: 1t is not too
muceh for a medical man in that position.

Hon. W .C. Angwin: A house goes with
the salary.

Hen. P. COLLIER: The position carries
free house, light, fuel, vegetables, and su
on, and also stores at cost prices. [n these
times of high cost of living, such privileges
wonlid be equal te a few hondred pounds a
year eusily. The uppointment of the Medical
Superintendent  created a  vacaney, though
the officer in question has not left the insti-
tution. An ordinary workaday doetor must
ha appointed to do the routine work.

My, Teesdale:  Ome and a-half hours a
dayl

Hon, P. COLLIER: The seleet committee
reporied that the patients were not getting
sufficient medieal attention inasmuch as the
doctors  werc  devoting  only one and
a-half hours per day to then.
The Tnspector General evidently took up the
attitude that if he was required to put in
extra time, he would insist upon having an-
other medical officer, That ia the way to
build up expenses. I do not know whether
the Minister is acquainted with that fact.

Mr, Smith: The business manager has not
spotted it yet.

Hon. P. COLLIER: [ do not think that
the number of patients at the institution is
much greater than in the past, yet they are
to have two more medical officers appointed.
Although in the past they have been able to
get along with three ofticers without any
complaints regarding the inadequacy of the
medical staff, when the position is raised by
the select committee they turn round and
ask for two more medical men. Next year,
if there are any complaints during the dis-
cussion on these Estimates, presumably they
will ask for another officer.

The Colenial Secretary: The provision on
the "Estimates is only for one more medical
man, )

Hon. P. COLLTER: Yes, 1 see that is the
ease, but still the Tnspector General will not
be expected to do more work. There are
doctors in Perth working from 14 to 16 hours
a day and many of them are mnot drawing
larger salaries than those payable to t‘hese
officera.

The Premier:
working all day.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Oh, yes, we know ali
about that. . .

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have seen his motor-
car around the town too much to accept that
statement. I do not think he works an hour
a day. He has no intention of working more,

The Colonial Secretary: He has enough to
Ao with the management of the institution.

The Inspector (General is
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: We want to take it
away and put it in the hands of more effi-
vient contrel.

. The Colonial Secretary: There are lots of
inspections to be made outside, ag well as
within the institution.

Hon, W, £, Augwin:
to!

The Coloniat Seervetary: Ile has to carry
out, inspections nt Stromness, Whitby, Green-
place and other places as well.

Hon. . COLLIER: Yes, it looks a lot on
paper, and in addition to that the Minister
might add that the Inspector General has to
give evidence in conrt occasionally.

The Colonial Seerctary: At aay rate he ie
earning his money,

Mr, TEESDALE: It appears to me that if
the select committee’s report is mot to be
treated as a faree, it is time some notice was
tuken of it. Ut Q8 elear to me that the select
committee called attention to the want of
proper serviee in the interests of the pa-
tients so far as the medical officers are con-
cerned and we are assured that those officers
only put in an hour and a half a day in
giving that attention to the inmates. That
is actoally on record in their report. I con-
sider it a scandalous reflection upon the offi-
cers themselves that they should ask for an
additional man to help them in view of this
position.

Hon. P, Collier: If they are to give more
attention to the patients, these officers want
some more to help them.

Myr. TEESDALE: T will object to any
acditional officer being provided for, in view
of the faet that they arve only putting in an
kour and a half a day on this work.

The Premier: Who gave that evidenee?

Mr. TEESDALE: We have it that that
statement was made in evidence and it is
mentioned in the findings of the scleet com-
mittee, It was evidence given on ocath, and
that is sufficient for me. It is time these
medieal officers devoted 414 hours a day at
least to thia work.

Mr. BROWN: T intend to move that the
provision for the extra medical officer be de-
leted, and T will ther leave it to the Minister
to say which officer will be dispensed with.
We had it in evidence from Dr. Hagh Mont-
gomery that, before he went to Wooroloo, he
had had experience in an asylum in South
Wales where he had econtrol of 600 patients.
The Claremont Hospital for the Insane has
1,200 patients and two medical men can do
that work praetically without further assist-
ance, A3 a matter of fact, they have three
medical men at Claremont, and that should
be ample to attend to all those patients. In
reading a report which the member for
North-East Fremantle brought with him
from England dealing with a similar institn-
tion, it shows that two medical officers at-
tended to the requirements of the 1,200 pa-
tients there, which works out at an average
of 600 each. Thus, three medical men here
should have ample time to do all the mediecal
work required by 1,200 patients at Clare-

What does it amount
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mont, I am satisfied that there is no neces-
sity for increased medical help, although T
know that Dr. Anderson, in the eourse of his
evidence, said that it was necessary to have
four medical men there. 1 am quite satisfied
that three medical men at the asylum will
meet the case, and it will be foolish to pro-
vide more. ,

The CHATRMAN: Tt will be necessary for
the hon. member to mention a specific sum n
his amendment.

Mr. BROWX: I intend to move that the
item bhe reduced by £528.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: T hope
that the amount of £328 will not be struek
ont heeause it will leave nothing for the
other man, The extra amount provided is
half the difference, namely £264.

Mr.
move—
That the item be reduced hy £264.
Hon, W, C. ANGWIX: | suppert the
amendment. This is the outcome of giving

added dignity to the titles of officers.

Brown: Tn ,those eircumstances T

The Colonial Seeretary:  This officer has

always had the same title.
Hon, P. Collier: Binee just bofore you
came into office.

Hon, W, €, ANGWI[N: The superinten-
dent takes charge of the management, where-
upen it is necessary to get somchody else
to attend to the medical work. This report
for 1917 shows that the superintendent has a
medical officer to assist him. We require to
keep down the cost of the institution, and
this can only be done by a change in the
management. There are three medical offi-
eers down there, two of them attending to
the management, while even the third docs
nething, or not in his capacity as medical
offiegr, and so it is held to be neeessary to
appoint another medical officer. T hope the
medical officers will not be increased.

Amendment put and passed.

Ttem, Secretary, £274:

My, SMITH: Daees this officer get quart-
ers, fuel and light?

The Colonial Secretary.
an allowanee,

Mr. SMITH: Surely if he is paid not
more than £274 he is distinetly underpaid.

Ttem, Clerks ond Storckeeper, €0508:

Hon. P. COLLIER: Apparcutly it is pro-
posed to double the staff.

The Colonial Seeretary: No.
represents an amount for two
oftieers last year.

Hon. P. COLLTER: Ts it not unusual to
kave clerks and storckeepers working as tem-
porary emplovees? The wmount here is
double what it was last vear.

The Colonial Secretary: Tt represents
grade increments and allowances and the
making permanent of two temporary officers.

No, but e gets

The increase
temporary
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Ttem, Chaplains, £200:

Mr, SMITH:  Apparently this item was
new Iast year. Can the Minister tell us some-
thing about it?

The COLONTAT, SECRETARY: Theso
two chaplains visit the institution, Provision
is here made for their remuneration. They

cannot be expeeted to visit the ipstitutions-
for nothing.

Ttem, Attendants and Nurses, £26,110:

Me. LUTEY: Surely these are very low
wages to be paid to nurses in an asylum.

Mr, O'LOGELEN: T think the Minister
might make a general pronouncement in re-
gard to this item. The Treasurer should be
asked to find more money for these officers.
Lavatory attendants at railway stations are
paid a minimum of £4 per week, Appar-
ently officers in more lelpless positions in the
Government service are disadvantageousily
placed beeaunse they have nmot hehind them
a body to fight their cause with the Colonial
Treasurer.

The Premier: This item iz conciderably
increased this year,

Mr. O'TLOGHLEN: T do not adinit that
there has been a considerable increase in the
individual salaries wnder the item. [ never
imagined what a nurse’s doties were until
a vear ago, when [ was in hospital for three
months.

The Premier:
were like you
the amount.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: In my latest view
nursing is the noblest ealling on carth, par-
tirnlarly when the nurse has to take echarge
of persons who have lost their reason. With-
out experience, hon. members have no con-
ception of what a nurse has to put up with.
Any recognition of the services of nurses
whicli the Stat¢ ecan give would he supported
by the people. In an institution sueh as this,
nurses should be at least on a feoting with
those others in the public serviee who have
hehind them a party to fight for their pro-
per recognition. The Minister ought to de-
¢lare that he will give more generous treat-
ment to the nurses.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The sala-
ries mentioned by the member for Brown-
hill-Tvanhoe (AMr_ Lutey) are for probation-
arv nurses, who receive more after com-
pleting. their course. During the year an
increase wag given to nurses and a consid-
cerable increase was given to the male at-
tendants. The question of granting farther
inereases is now under consideration. The
saluries provided for the nurses are higher
than those paid.in most of the ordinary hos-
pitals.

Mr. O'Loghlen: So they onght to be; tho
private hospitals have mnothing to hoast
about.

Ttem, FEngiveering Staff and Farm Mana-
pers, £4370:

Mr. SMITH: These are rather varied
items to be lumped together in one large

1f all hospital patients
we sghould have to inerease
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sum. The Minister should give some in-
formation regarding this item,

The COLONTAT: SECRETARY: An in-
crease of £480 iz due to the provision for
officers who last year were paid from the
temporary vote, and the remaining £55 re-
presents an increase to ome of the farm
mANDZers.

Ttem, Contingencies, £40,000:

Mr, BROWXN: This item includes £600
for official visitors’ fees. At{ present there
are three official visitors, who visit quar-
terly. Has the Minister provided the in-
creased amount in anticipation of the Lun-
acy Aet Amenilment Bill being passed?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes. If
the Bill is passed we propose to pay each of
the medical practitioners on the board £112
and each of the laymen £75 a year.

Mr, SMITH: A sum of £300 is provided
for certificates of lunacy. Ts this amount
paid to the staff or to outside doctors?

The Colonial Secretary: To outside doe-
tors.

Mr. SMITH: Does the Minister contem-
plate a bhig reduction in the number of
deaths at the institution this year?  Last
vear there were 98 deaths and this year
only £60 is provided for burials,

Vote (as redueced to £34,408), put and
passed.

Vote—Observatory, £1,895:

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Have the Government
paid any attention to the votes of Parlia-
ment that the Observatory should be handed
over to the Commonwealth or abolished?
This subjeet has been discussed at the Pre-
miers’ conferences.

The Premier: It is worn threadbare,

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Then surely something
should be done before it degenerates into a
were shred of cotton. Tf there is one de-
partment which the Federal Government
should administer, tbis is the one,

Mr. Smith: Ts this the department that
provides the rain?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Yes, whebever it is
wanted,

Hon. P. Collier: XNo; this is distinet from
the Meteorelogical Department.

The Colonial Secretary: The amovnt in-
volved is only a couple of thonsand pounds
and the Observatory serves a useful par-
pose.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Yet the Government
have informed me that they cannot afford to
pay an extra shilling a week to a mother
and four children who were unable to get
enough to eat. It ig time we gave up star
gazing; we cannot afford it. Have the
Premiers’ conferences decided to do any-
thing in the way of handing this institution
over to the Federal Government?

Tha PREMIER: This matter was not dis-
cussed at either of the two latest confer-
ettees and I eannot answer fox the previons
vonferences. ¥ hope the matter will be dis-
cussed at the next conference,

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr, Munsie: You are an optimist. Do
You hope that the Fedéral Government will
take it over and foot the bill?

The PREMIER: I think they should o
50,
My, Munsie: Is it of any Denefit to the
State?

The PREMIER: The Observatory is a
fair charge on the Federal Government. 1
ghall bring the matter hefore the next Pre-
miers’ conference.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—=State Children and Outdoor Relief,
£82,8035:

Ttem, Payment to women on whom child-
ren are dependent, £33,500:

Hoén, P. COLLIER: What is intended to
be done with regard to the payment to
women on whom children are iependent?
There is certainly an inerease on the Esti-
mates over last year, but having regard to
the higher cost of living and o all the ejr-
cumstances this inerease is not nearly suoffi-
cient. The position generally is a reflection
upon the State. In 1912 we were allowing
7s. 6d., and the cost of commodities was
about half what it is to-day, and yet he-
tween them and now the allowanee has only
been inereased by 1s. per week.

The Premier: The amount paid away cach
year has greatly inereased.

Hon., P, COLLIER: There are many cases
in which the mothers have to starve their
children, hecanse they do nnt get enough
money with which to buy food for them. T ask
the (fovernment to make up the allowance
for each ¢hild to 10s. Thex e not mind
paying the passages of children out from the
old country, and a weekly allowance for
them when thev reach here, hut our own
ehildren are the hest citizens we ean have,
and our first dutv should be to see that they
do not go short. The position of the mother
who is unable to supplement by her own
eamings the amount allowed by the Govern-
ment is almost impossible. The practice ot
the department has generally heen tn allow
for one child less than the total in the
famity.

The Colonial Secretary: That is not so.

Hon, P. ("OLLTER: TIf there are five
children under 14 an allowance is made for
only four,

The Colonial Secretarr: Not at all.

Hon, P. COLLTER: I am sure that cases
of this sort have come under the notice of
many hon. members,

My, Munsie: Only a fortnight ago 1
brought a case of this natnre under the
notice of the Superintendent, but without
avail.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The department in-
variably endeavours to reduce its expendi-
ture upon any one family, and only when
a protest iz made is the full amount re-
stored, * We should not be niggardly in re-
gard to the feeding of our ¢hildren. No mat-
ter where the money is to tome from, it is
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the duty of the Government to sce that the
children get enough to eat. Many wen earn-
ing £5 a week find it a struggle to feed and
clothe their children, and how much harder
must it he for a widow to rear four children
on the allowance given by the department.
Becavse of the fact that these women are
uot organised so that they can protect their
own interests they are not in the position to
fight for their rights. This affects a body of
the community who have no orpanisation.
The Premiet: And who cannot strike.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Quite so. They are
not in a position to fight for their rights, and
this is the only opportunity we have of put-
ting up a fight in their hehalf, These people
are fecling the pineh of high prices more
than any other members of the community.
I hope that before the vote goes through,
the Colonial Secretary will express his readi-
ness te dv something to alleviate the des-
perate plight of these women and children.
The great majority of the women who are
affected do not care to parade their misery
aud prefer to suhmit to terribie poverty in
silence,

Mr. O’LOGHLEXN: Tt has been suggested
that a charity tax should be introduced by
the Govermment this session to cover the
cost of upkeep of hospitals and other de-
serving institutions. Tf that is done, it will
liberate a fair amount of public money now
being utilised for that purpese. The Premier
cught to know that these people will not
bring their cases hefore members of Par-
liment. Nevertheless, we are brought in con-
tact with deserving, pitiable cases day after
day. Tt is impossible for children to get
enough to eat and enough te wear on the
present wiserable allowance of 8. per week;
and prior to Janwary last they were starving
‘on Ts. per week.  One of the carliest aects of the
member for Novth-East Fremantle upon first
taking office way to increase the allowance
from 3s. 6d. to 7s. While 7s.at that time was
a fairly handsome allowance, it is nothing of
the kind to-day. Last year I brought before
the Minister's department the casze of the
wife of an wafortvnate settler who had been
four vears out from the old conntry. He had
worked like a slave on a picee of land on
which the Agricultural Bank would not make
an advance; and eventually he fell il and was
brought into the Perth Fublic lospital, where
he died. Through the efforts of the Salva-
tion Army and some South-Western settlers
a few pounds were colleeted for the widow.
The amount +did not last long, necessarily; and
then she was in the position of reeeiving
255, per week from the State Children De-
partment to keep her four young children
and herself. She appealed to me to get her
also an allowance of 7s.  After several
weeks’ hattling T induced the department to
grant her this allowanee; but they would
grant it only for a period of two monthg, at
the end of which it was ent off. To-day that
woman is struggling to keep herself and four
children on 32s. per wecek. Only a fertnight
ago she wrote to me saying that her children
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could not get enough to eat; and I have sent
areund au appeal for assistance in her behaif
to people who do not know her at all. The
fault does not lie with the Government but
with the extraordinary eonditions prevailing
—the prices of c¢ommodities being utterly
beyond the reach of poor people. The test
of good gevernment is that humanifarianism
which helps children to grow into good citi-
zens, How ean that end be attained if chil-
dren do not get emongh to eat? T hope that
before this vote is passed the Minister will
make a pronouncement on this question, and
not wait for the report of that Reyal Com-
mission which ought to have reported long
ago. ! know that additional expenditure is
involved, but money must be found for this
purpose. 1 hope that in this connection the
Premier will display some of that bighearted-
ness which he so frequently showa in the ag-
ricultural districts. Tf he does not, it will
he evidence of callowtsness.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: The Premier is
wrong in saying that the amount of this
vote has been largely incrcased. For the year

1915-16  the total amount paid to
wonien with  children dependent  on
them and on account of outdoor re-
tiet was £38,309. For this year the vote is

£41500, showing an increase of abous
£3,000. But the Premicer should bear in
mind that his revenue for this year, as com-
pared with that for 1815-16, shows an in-
crease of £1,687,965.

The Premier: That includes receipts from
State trvading concerns and business under-
takings. There is not that increase in clear
revenue.

[on. P. Collier: The revenue is booming.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: Foster mothers are
complaining that though they do not wish
to part with their foster children, they are
not getting enough to keep them. Many of
these foster mothers have children of their
own, and surely the Premier does not desire
to ecee these children go short in order that
the parents may be able to keep State
children? They are doing it at the present
time. [n some instanees they are paying 9s.
and 105, a week, Where there are o large
number of children it ix chaper to main-
tain them than wkere there are ouly three
or four in the house. Yet, the institutions
are subgidised to the extent of I1s. or 2s.
mnre than the private individuvals.

The Colonial Secretary; No,

Hon. W' ¢, ANOGWIN: Some are, surely.

The Colonial Secretary: No, 93, to 10s, is
the maximum. Tn the case of the Fair-
hridge school, of course, they asked for
morg.

Hon. P. Collier: Yes, they want 16s.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: These mothers
have to take great care of their children
just as the children in the iustitution have
to be cared for well. According to the
statement made by the Minister, le ae-
kuowledges that that is sg, but the mother’s
control must bhe more effective than the
results achieved by institutiomal life. At
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the same time, it is impossible to keep
three or four children in a family as cheaply
as 100 can be kept. That is what keeps
down the cost of our institutions. Yet the
institutions get 10s. and the foster mothers
only R8s, .

Mr. Griffiths: And they can get their sup-
plies more cheaply.

Hon. P. Collier: Yes, institutions can buy
wholesaie.

Hou. W. €, ANGWIN: The Government
show their appreciation of the position by
inereusing the subsidy to the institutions.

Mr, Munsie: They are not paying 10s. all
round. Some are getting 9s,

Ion. W. C, ANGWIN: The Minister said
s0 just now, T think the foster mothers should
be treated with the zame consideration.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: In Melbourne recently
this question eropped uop. The allowance
was congidered too small, and large numbers
of children were returned to the State by the

foster parents, necessitating largely in-
creased expenditure on the part of the de-
partment.

Hon. P. Collier: To what extent?

Mr, GRIFFITHS: The inercased cost is
shown in bulk, but it dees not say what the
extra amounts payable were, The leader of
the Oppesition was perfectly correct when he
referred to the case in which five children
were kept by a foster parent and only four
were allowed for by the department. That
case was bronght up before the Royal Com-
mission and yet we could not find out how
it occurred. There seemed to he a sort of
system whereby the department endea-
voured to cut out what they could. T know
of a case in Perth of a widow with six
children.

The Premier: She would get about £2
16s.

Mr. GRTFFITHS: Recently she got £2 8a.
A widow gets no allowamee at all.  There
was another case which eame under our no-
tice in which a woman was trying to run a
milk round. We are making a proposition
to try to avoid that. Something should be
done for the woman, It only came to the
knowledge of the officials owing to the child-
ren going to sleep in school. It was then
found out that they had to get up at 4
o’elock in the morning to help milk the
cows,

The Premier: What ape were they?

Mr, GRIFFITHS: They were very young.

The PREMIER: I am aunxious that all
‘hese people who, by stress of cirenmstances
srought about by misfortune, are obliged to
eome for relief, shall be reasonably treated.
I know, of eourse, that the cost of upkeep
for a widow and children is very mueh
higher now than it was some time ago. The
Minister disenssed the matfer with me just
‘lately and pointed ont the faet that there
are some women with very young ebildren
who are having a struggle.

Hon. P. (ollier: A lot of them have a
truly terrible struggle.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The

PREMIER: A lot of them are
bou:vul to. A lot of them receive
special help from time to time, Often it

happens, ot course, that when they lose their
hushands, some of the women have a little
money coming to them and do not use it
wigely. The result has been that they soon
become entirely dependent upon assistance.
I promise that the representations which have
heen made by the Minister will receive eon-
sideration. We expected to receive the Royal
Commission's report hefore this, and I under-
stand that we will have it in a day or two.

Hon, P. Collier: Yes, what has hecomte of
that report?

The Colonial Secretary: Has it heen lost$

Mr, Muusie: No, it has not. Ask one of
the members sitting hehind you about it,

The PREMTER: In any case, T under-
stand we are to get it in the course of a day
or two.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Why not anticipate it and
say yon will do it now!

The PREMIER: The Minister has dis-
cussed the matter with me and we are going
into it. 1 hope we will make a satisfactory
arrangement.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Will you allow the motion
standing in the name of the member for
Hannans on the XNotice Paper to be dis-
cussed this session?

The PREMIER: Yes, I hope so.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You want to close up, you
know.

The PREMIER: T want to eclose up now,
but [ want to give members an opportunity
to disenss everyvthing on the Notice Paper
they desire to deal with. T will give the

‘necessary opportunity to discuss the motion

if the hon. member is net satisfied with what
the Minister does in connection with this
matter. It wouid not be right not to give
that opportunity. I think members can trust
the Alinister to do what is a fair thing,

Alr. MUNSIEK: The Premier, during the
course of his reply, made uze of one state-
ment which T cannot let pass beranse 1 wish
to empligsise the point to the Premier and
the Alinister econtrolling this department,
The Premier said that he did not want to see
any woman rearing children placed in really
adverse eircumstances. It is the duty of the
Government to help these women. The Pre-
mier stated that unfortunately some of these
women had a little money whea their hus-
hands died, but got rid of it quickly,

The Premier: It quickly disappears.

Mr. MUNSIT: That is the point, We
had many ecases brought hefore us. If a

man has left a little money for his widow,
the department will not give that woman a
shilling towards the maintenance of her
children until she is destitute. 1n one case
3 woman had £40 in cash, and the depart-
ment told her that she could not get any
assistance for her children until the £40 wag
spent. How mueh better would it have been
if the department had said, ‘'Put your
monex in the bank against a rainy day,
and we will grant you assistance for the
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maintenance of your children.’’ The atti-
tude of the department is that the applicant
must prove destitution before she can get
any assistance. At a later atage the depart-
ment agreed to assist that woman who had
the £40 if she could prove that she was
putting the money towards the purchase of
her little home.

The Colonial Secretary: They are working
ot these lines now.

Mr. MUNSIE:

Vote put and passed.

Department of the Premier (Ilon. J. Mit-
chell, Premier).

Vote—Premier's Department, £17,822.
Item, Sceretary,.£600:

ITon, W. (. ANGWIX: The custom of the
ast has been for the Premier to choose his
own scerctary. Recently this officer has been
permanently appointed, and so is now acting
in an cstablished capacity. Also, in order
ta bnild up the department, twe or three sub-
departments have been added.

The Premier: Pleage do not say that; they
were not taken over for that reason,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: At all events they
have heen taken over by the Premier’s De-
partment. The Premier did wrong in ap-
peinting the seeretary as a permancnt officer.
In the past this officer has been c¢lerk to the
Minister, reeeiving a sum additional to his
departmental salary while oeceupving that
position. Tt has been the practice to ehange
that officer from time to time.

The Premier: A good practice too.

Hon. W. ¢, AXGWIX: Now, however, he
has been appointed permanent sceretary to
the Premier's Department. Tt is building
up a new department, notwithstanding that
in the Constitution Act no mention is made
of the Premier’s Department. T was sur-
priced when T heard of the permanent ap-
pointment of the sceretary to the Premier.
The present ocenpier of the post was for
merly an oficer of the Mines Department
and with an addition of £48 to his salary,
was appointed eclerk to the Minister for
Mines. When the Iate secretary to the Pre-
mier went to London the present .oceupier
of the post—against whom 1 have nothing
whatever to urge—was transferred to the
Premier's Department, unot by the Tublic
Service Commissioner, but at the reguest of
the then Premier. Tt was an appointinent
niade by the Premier.

The Premier: That is xo.

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: And wnow the ap-
pointment has been made permament. T trust
thut (he next Premier will make the secre-
tary o surplus officer and get away from the
yrineinle of having a permanent secretary to
ilie Premier. T am not speaking against the
accupant of the office.

T18 midnight.]

The Proemier:
a mrecretary.

“43]

I hope they are.

All the other States have
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Mr. O’Loghlen: That i no reason why
we should have a permanent seeretury.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Formerly the Lon-
don Agency was under the Treasurer; Print-
ing was wnder the Colonial Secretary; Analy-
tical was wunder the Colonial Seeretary;
Literary and Scientific grants were econ-
trolled by the Treasurcr, and publie gardens
and foreshore were in charge of the Colonial
Secretary. These sub-departments have been
transferred in order to build up this new de-
partment.

The Premier: No.

Hom, W. . ANGWIX: To¢ adopt this
eourse wis quite wrong, espeecinlly when we
are preaching economy.

The Premier: We¢  are doing it for
eronomy 's sake.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T cannot sce

where economy comes in. § have never known
of any Government officer who was set up
in an office who ddid not have a staff
aromd him in the eourse of a few wecks,
This is another department with a permanent
head, Tf the title of the office were altered
from seerctary te clerk to the Premier, the
office would be abolished and we would revert -
to the position which formerly obtained. No
doubt ¥r. Shapeott is a very good man—
I am not blaming him—but any Premier
should have the option of deciding who is to
be his secretary. This apppintment has been
made by the Public Serviee Commissioner
under the Aect. T feel sure Cabinet could not
have given the matter the careful considera-
tion which was so necessary.

The Premier: It is not increasing ex-
penditure. '

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: How e¢an the Pre-
mier say that? The Londen Agency was
formerly under the Treasury.

The Premier: XNot rightly so.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: Yes, rightly. There
was no such thing as a Premier's Depart-
ment,

The Premier:
one long ago.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It was quite
wrong to cstablish a new department when
we should he practising economy. Tf T had
my way I would opposce the vote until it was
put in proper ordar. The Government are
merely inereasing the number of departments.

The PREMIER: There is a great deal of
work which comes under the direct super-
virion of the Premier and canmot be done
by other departments. Every one of the items
mentioned forms part of the work. In every
other State there is a secretary to the Pre-
miler.

Hon, W. (. Angwin: That is not to say
that the principle is right,

The PREMIER: We transferred these
departments o that a proper supervision
might be exercised. Thore are various votes
which ought to be controlled and will be
controlled under this arrangement. ‘There is
alse a tremendous smount of  correspon.
dence to be dealt with. T think T have done
the right thing. Another Premier micht

There ought to have been
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alter it if he wishes, just as we have made
an alteration. There is not one of these
things bit has bheen transferred with con-
siderable advantage to the work itself.

Ltem, Ministerial Tour of North-West,
£1,200,

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: 1 feel inelined to
move that the word ‘*ministerial’’ be struck
out and the word *‘election’’ inserted in
lien. I do not objeet to a Minister going to
the North-West and deing propaganda work,
but 1 question whether it is worth £1,200.
Can the Premicr arrange for the proccedls
from the lecturing tour being undertaken by
the Minister for Education to recoup this
amount of £1,2007

The Premier: No, - -

Mr. O’LOGHLEXN: The Minister for Edu-
cation is a very competent lecturer and there
should be an opportunity to recoup this
amount.

Ttem, National Workers, €3:

Hon. P. COLLIER: Although the ifem
this year is small, the expenditure last year
was £349, making a total of £832. Where
did this- money go?

Ay, O'Loghlen: To Lazarus.

Hon. P, COLLTER: [ wonld temiud the
Premier that, on the first or second day ot
the session, he promised to place the reporr
of the Roval Commission oun the Table, but
we have not seen it yet.

The Premier: This year?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes.

The Premier: T am very sorry. :

Alr. Munsie: Tt has been agked for fwn
or three times and is not here yet.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The Premier knows
that the reports of Royal Commissions are,
as a matfer of practice, always laid on the
Table. Members should net have to beg for
them.

Hon, W. (. Angwin: We bave not seen
the report of the Andinach Commission,
either. .

Hon. P. COLLIER: It ought to be somc-
one's busginess to see that the promise masle
by the Premier is kept.

The Premier: The officerg shounld see to
that. They are supposed to wateh *‘Han-
sard, "’

Hon, I, COLLIER: How ia this amonnt
of £849 made up? Tt would appear that the
nationnlist workers received witnesses’ fees
in addition to the amount awarded hy the
Commissioner.

[Mr. Munsie taok the Chair.]

Mr. Lambert: They have all been paid.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tf they were paid wit-
neeses ' fees it was a seandal that the Com-
missioner should have heen paid as  well,
We all know how be breught up a procession
of wiinesses day after day, and that each
witness committed the same perjury that
was ¢ommitted by the preceding wituesses,
Any ordinary commissioner would have done
the work within a week or two at a gnarter

[ASBEMBLY.]

ot the expense, Xo doubt he tound it a re-
muonerative position and kept it moing as
lang as he coulil

The PREMIER: 1 cannot give the exact
details of the expenditure for last year, hut
1 will get the informntion for the hon, mem-
ber, The fact that counse) was engaged led
to a considerable expenditure.  The hon.
memher will not think the amount excessive
when he considers the time that was spent
an the inguiry,

Hon. P. COLLIER: The FPremier should
report progress.  Last year we voted a sun
of £250 wnder fhis item ami £340  was
expended.  We dn not kuow how the differ-
ence was made up. About 130 witnesses were
hrought before the Commission, These may
he divided into two classes, these who were
engoged on the wharf prior to a  certain
date, and those who were engaged after that
date. Al that the Commissioner had to do
wasg to aseertain wheu these men were en-
gaged, and in that way determine whagler
they were entitled to compensation or vof.
The State has been plundered by some of
these persons, many of whom were living on
amounts paid to them by the Charities De-
partment. Nofwithstanding their position
they were represented by one of the leading
firms of solicitors in Perth, There is no
doubt that there was money behind them for
the purpose of pushing the case to an ex-
treme, and foreing the-{iovernment to pay
compensation as an encouragement for men
of that stamp in the future,

Mr. Lambert: [f the Government had not
paid, the shipping companies would have
kad te pay.

My, O’'Loghlen: The (‘ommissioner an-
nounced that his instrurtion was to give
vompensation,

Hon. P. COLLTER: Yes, Lot that is a
matter we do not wish to Qiscuss under this
item. Because these stone-hroke men were
able to retain a leading firm of solicitors;
the Government algso had to brief counsel.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The Government had te
he protected.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, though I do not
know that their counsel did mueh, In any
cage, the Commissioner had his mind made
up beforehand. A total amount of £14,000
was paid ag compensation, and no member
of ihe general public knows to whom the
mouey was paid, T hope that the report
when laid on the Tahle will not prove to be
a howdlerised report, with the names of the
payees omitted.

The Premier: T have no objection to lay-
ing the report on the Table,

Mr, O'Loghlen: 1t has been promised
twice already.

Hon, P. COLLTER: The names of the raen
whe appeared as witnesses before the Royval
Commissioner were withheld from publiva-
tion in the Press on the plea that there was
danuzer of victimisation. Some of the wit
nesses may have absolutely been committing
peviury, hut nobody knew who the witneses
were and thus nobody was in a pesition to
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coutradict them, The suppression of  the
names was un  encouragement to the wit-
nesses to tell lies, and [ am sore some of
them did, In my experience of the public
lite of this State I have never before
known 2 Roya! Commissioner to take it
upon himself to forbid the publication
of witnesses’ names on the ground of fear
of victimisation. All those men, and their
Places of residence, were perfectly well
known to the Fremantle lumpers and the
people generally of TFremantle. In faet,
these natienal workers, anly a fortnight he-
fore the meeting of the Royal Commission,
bheld a meeting in the Claremont hall and
disenssed their grievances, in the presence of
their solicitor, Did the Govermment pay any
of the costs of that soliciter?

The Premier: No.

Houn, . COLLEER: Possibly the solicitor
had an understanding with the men that each
of themr should contribute a proportion of his
costs.  Some lawyvers do acrept business on
those terms.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: But they are gener-
ally shady lawyers.

Hon. P. COLLIER: They are not respect-
able lawyers, If those men got any com-
pensation at all, it ought to have been paid
by the Commonwealth Government and the
shipping eompanies.  The Premier of the
day, Sir Wenry Lefroy, was led into this
business after weeks of hombastie deliver.
ances by the Prime Minister, who promised
the men permaneney of employment. How-
cver, when the trouble came the shipping com-
panies stood from under, and so 4id the
Prime Minister, with the result that this un-
fortunate State had to foot the bill.  Has
the Premier asked the Commonwealth to pay
any portion of the amount? |

The Premier: I have asked them, and T
hope to get half.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Commonwealth
Goverament never let slip an opportunity to
eseape pavment of their just debts. The
Colonial Treasurer’s Fstimates for last year
show in this connection an item of £1,000, on
aceonnt of  which £859% was expended. [T
would like to know how it was expended?

The Premier: T will let you have the in-
formation.

Hon. P. COLLIER: This money, I take it,
represents merely the expenses of the Royal
Commission, such as witnesses’ expenses and
the (‘ommissioner’s fees. The report will not
give details of that expenditure.

The Premier: No, but I will lay the infor-
mation on the Table.

Hon. P. COLLTER: T am sorry that after
threce months have elapsed and after T have
twice asked for the report, I have not got it.

The Premier: T am very sorry foo, and T
will see that you get it.

Vate put and passed.

Vates—Governor's Establishment, £1,926:
Txeentive Couneil, £10—agreed to.

V-te—Toudon Agency, £10,280.
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Ttem, Commissionaire, £132:

Mr. TEESDALE: This official
about 17 different eapacities.

acts in

Hon. P. Collier: But look at his title,
brother.
Mr. TEESDALE: I think this official

should receive more than £132 a year. He is
a very satisfactory officer who has been there
for a number of years. Ile is very civil and
courteous to people who visit the Agent Gen-
eral's office. 'When we consider the price of
food in Lendon, T think this amount could
well be raised,

My, O'Loghlen: [s he an old man?

Mr. TEESDALE: I should say he is be-
tween 55 and 60 years of age.

Hon. I'. Collier: What are his duties?

Mr. TEESDALE: He receives everyone
who comes to the office and aska their busi-
ness. He is the lift attendant and generally
does all sorts of things about the office.

Mr, O'Loghien: It is a paltry wage.

Mr. TEESDALE: If it is possible to sup-
plemnent this amount by some means or other,
I hope that the Minister will agree to do so,

Hon. P. Collier: I do not know how he
lives on such a salary.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I hope the Pre-
mier will take notice of the statement of the
member for Roebourne. There is no doubt
that this man is not paid enough, and he is
receiving a smaller wage thau any person’
following the same occupation in any part
of London. Ti faet, the Western Australian
agency is getting a name for paying sweat-
ing wages more than any other office in
London.

Hon. P. Collier: That is a bad reputation
in Londen.

Mr. Maley: What ave his hours?

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: He starts at 9 and
finishes at 6. As the member for Roehourne
sa¥s, he has many duties to attend to, and
there ¢an be ao doubt but that this offieial
is not sufficiently paid. Tu faet, none of the
officers there is being paid cnough now.

The Premier: We have given them all a
honus lately.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: There is no men-
tion of that here. In any ease I hope it will
be many a long year hefore the London
Ageney is wiped out altogether,

Vote put and passed.

Votes — Publie  Service Cowmmiasioner,
£2.850; Government motor-ear service, £361;
Printing, £60,982—agreed to,

Vote — Publie
£1,786:

Hon. P. COLLIER: When discussing the
Estimates of the, Works Department I men-
tioned the position regarding the reserve at
Crawley Point. I want to remind the Pre.
mier of my vemarks on that o+casion, seeing
that it is the intention to bring these reserves
under the control of the Premier’s Depart.
ment. T hope that the officer in chargé of
the gardens will note my remarks.

Gardens and Foreshore,
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_The PREMIER: The ofticer had instrue-
tions next day, and I helieve he is arranging
to put in 50 trees.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Literary and Scientific Grants, ete.,
£8,780—agreed to.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 12.38 a.m.

Negislative Council,

Wednesday, 27th October, 1020,
Poge
Privilege ; Parliamentary Allowances Bll) 1238
Questions Venercal Diseases, (‘ompu[sory ex-
aminations

mmigrants from ov erseas

Health Act Continuation, 3R
City of Perth Endowment Lands, IR
Building Socletles, Further recom. -
Public Serviee Appeal Board, 2n,
Coroners’, Com, ...
Treasary 'Bonds Deficiency, 26.

Bll]s

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
o, and read prayers.

PRIVILEGE—PARLIAMENTARY
ALLOWANCES BILL,

Debate resnmed from the previous day on
the following motion by the Hon. A, Love-
kin—

That the words nttered by the Hon. Sir

E. H. Wittenoom as recorded in ‘“Han-

sard,’? dated 5th December, 1919, consti-

tutes a hreach of the pn\lloge "of this

Honse.

Sir E. H. WITTENOOM (North)
After listening to the remarks of
Mr, Lovekin yesterday, T think all members
will agree that the hon. member lost no
time i bringing his grievances before the
House, Tt ocvurred to me that the old
sayings, the precepts of youth, must have
vanished from his mind—preeepts such as
‘et not the sun go down upon your
wrath '’ and “‘Time softens all things.’”’
These, apparently, he has overlooked, al-
though he has not forgotten during lns ah-
sence in many lands that his first duty when
he came back would be to hring his griev-
anees here and submit them to hon. mem-
bers.

Hon. A. Lovekin: The Standing Orders
compelled me to do it.

Hon.
[4.34]:

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: I stund
acensed of a bréich of privilege of this
House. The position T am in is that I musf
either justify what T have said in the words
for which T have Dbeen accused of a breach
of privilege of the House, or receive censure
at the hands of hon. members.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Not at all,
Hon. Sir E. H. WITTEXQOM: Because

it is plainly put forward that "*The word:
uttered by the Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenvor
as recorded in ‘'‘Hansard,’’ dated 5th De
cember, 1819, eanstitute a breach of privilege
of this House.'> Hon. members have to sujy
cither that the words do constitute a breact
of privilege, or that they do not. There
fore the position [ have to take up is thaf
those words which ] used sat the conelusior
of last session must be jostified by me ol
clse I must abide by the censure of the
House. The reasons were given in readling
out my remarks from f Hansard.’’ Those
remarks were correctly veported; it was f
vorrect statement of my speech on  the
evening in question. The words quoted ar
admitted by me. The facts of the positiol
are as follow:—On the elosing evening ol
last session a Bill was hrovght down for th
purpose of increasing the salaries of niem
bers of Parliament, or rather, of increasing
parliamentary allowanees. Everybody wil
admit that there was a good deal of interesi
and some excitement surrounding the Bill
hecange it had been passed by the Assembl)
and had eome to this 1lfouse for decision
Therefore the ultimate fate of the Bill wa:
in the hands of this Heuse. It is almosi
superflnous to say that every member of th
House, and many people outside the House

took a great deal of interest in the
fate of the Bill; and, naturally interes
was  excited uuTSIﬂe as to  what the

divigion list ta be taken that evening wounls
show. On that afterncon an issue of th
“Thaily News’' ecame ount., In that issw
was i statement of how it was expeeted
the House would divide, aud what woull b
the fate of the Bill. The ‘‘Daily News'™ i
the property of Mr. Lovekin, and Mr. Love
kin is a member of this Couneil, After
reading the statement in the ‘“Daily News'
it seemed to me obvious that it had heer
inspired by the hon, memher who, as I say
is the proprictor of the newspaper and alse
a member of the House. Perhaps other hon
members may have thought the same.
have been wnoble to get a copy of that issw
of the newspaper, although T have triec
everywhere to secure one.

Hon, A. Lovekin: [ would have given yo
one.

Hen, Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: But T hav
lizul an exiract made, and this is what ap
peared that gfternoon, T would remind hon
members once more that interest was excitec
in respeet of the Bill. Some people wer
opposed to it and some were in favonr o
it, but a great many were interested, anc
therefore naturally, evervhody wanted ¢t
know how it was likely to go. And, a=



